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FOREWORD 


The Book Committee has compiled and edited the history of our pioneer set- 


tlers, the progress through each generation. 


Qur research and finding has been a source of amazement, surprises, and 
amusements. Perhaps some of our stories, dates, and places will be conflicting, 
but with so many clippings, files and hearsays, there will be many errors. We 


hope you will forgive them. 


As we have seen the progress all through the years, we wonder are there 
any more fields to explore, but with the harnessing of the atom now in its in- 
fancy, perhaps our great, great, grandchildren will think our mode of living as 


quaint as they were a century ago. 


Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime 
And departing leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time. 


(Longfellow) 


We wish to thank all committee members who worked so harmoniously and 
untiringly to make our Centennial a successful revival of memories “All Through 
The Years,” 
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With pride this book is affectionately dedicated to 


Mrs. Nettie LaRue 


with a sense of the highest honor, and loving esteem, to one who having 
been a life long resident of Gaston and this community, and being the oldest liv- 


ing citizen, and one who is known by every one as a kind and gracious lady. 
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Memoirs of Nettie LaRue 


Nettie LaRue was born to Ezra and Lydia 
(Miller) Woodring on March 23, 1863 in a large 
one room house located were she now lives and 
has lived her entire life, except for the first ten 
years of her marriage. Nettie was one ol eight 
children, seven now deceased, Mary Samatha 
Brown, John C. Woodring, Alecy Elizabeth Case, 
Martha Ann McCreery, Delpha Jane Janney, Sarah 
Lutitha Woodring, and Levi Williayy. Franklin 
Woodring, 

She attended school at the old two room 
schoolhouse located where Charles Myers’ garage 
now stands. Each room was heated with a wood 
burning stove. Six subjects were taught including 
the 3R’s (Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic, plus 
Spelling, Geography, and Grammar.) Students did 
not graduate in those days as they do now. When 


Ne sttie became sixteen years old she had _ been. 


through all the classes and her school days were 
over. She walked to school, and since there were 
no sidewalks, streets, boots or galoshes in those 


days, she had to hunt different ways to get to 


school in rainy weather to keep from sinking in 
the mud. Sycamore Street where she now lives was 
i corduroy road at this time. 

When Nettie was a child there was no cane 
granulated sugar. The only sweetening families 
could use w as in the form of maple syrup and 
sorghum, Her parents owned two sugar camps, 
one was located South of the canning factory ex- 
tending to the Harrison Township line, and the 
other one was in the woods on the East side of the 
Farin. She used to help her mother each spring to 
make the syrup and sugar to last the family for 
one year. What canning they did was sweetened 
wilh this sugar and sealed in stone jars and stone 
lids; however most of the fruits and vegetables 
were dried-out for winter use. 

When Nettie was fourteen years old she 
joined the Methodist Church which she attended 
for many years. 


Nettie met Lincoln LaRue in 18838, and they 
were married February 28, 1886 by Rey. John Mc- 
Kinley at the home of Uncle George Boyle. Nettie 
remembers a grave incident which happened on 
her wedding day. Two uninvited guests came lo 
the wedding! Immediately following the cere- 
mony, Nettie’s mischievous cousin, Reenie Boyle, 
turned Nettie’s two pet pigs into the house, They 
went straight to where Nettie was sitting and laid 
down on her long wedding dress. No one could 
mike them leave so Nettie “had to take them out. 
Nettie had to make her own money to buy her 
wedding clothes. To do this she wove carpets for 
len cents a yard. 

Nettie and Link started house-keeping in a 
three room house which they bought for two 
hundred and fifty dollars. The house had been the 
first schoolhouse in Gaston located where Dr. 
Langdson’s garden is now. After three years they 
buill a house on the corner where Gerald Melvin 
now lives. Four years later they moved to a house 
where the Gaston water tower now stands. Three 
years later they purchased from Nettie’s father 
the location where she now lives and all adjoining 
land. 


Lincoln LaRue came to Delaware County in 
the early 80’s and worked as a carpenter at New 
Corner. This is the vocation he was following in 
the late 80’s when the gas “boom” came and lifted 
New Corner up to its newer status as Gaston. With 
the need for buildings Mr. LaRue started in as a 
building contractor on his own account and did 
well, at the same time engaging in the realty busi- 
ness, buying lots and building for the market. 
His business came to center in the lumber yard. 
He had started there as an adjunct of his busi- 
ness. He carried on the lumber yard as manager 
until the time of his sickness and death, Septem- 
beret, 1951. 


written by Artie Woodring 
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GASTON LUMBER CO. 


DEALERS IN LUMBER 


SHINGLES, LATH, DOORS, SASH, PORCHES, 
LIME, BRICK, HARD PLASTER, CEMENT, 
HIGH GRADE MATERIAL A SPECIALTY 

WOOD AND METAL FENCE POST 


GASTON LUMBER CO. 


PHONE 


INDIANA 


We are still 
in business 
serving Gaston 
and Community 
better each 
passing year. 
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Centennial Officers 


tdwin Sayre President 
“Loretta Brown — Secretary 
Wayne Roe ‘Treasurer 


*Robert Nickey V-President 
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Financial Committee 


Cleo Collins Chairman 
Wayne Roe Treasurer 
Charles Graham Secretary 


Virgil Brown Co-Chairman 
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We wish to express our thanks and appreciation 
to attorney Joe Davis tor his advice and coopera- 
lion in setting up our organization. 


Centennial Officers 
and Book Committee 
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HISTORICAL SOUVENIR BOOKLET 
COMMITTEE 


Martha Dean Chairm: 
Agnes Smith Asst. Chairm: 
Farrell Sollars Asst. Chairm: 


History and Pictures 


Arthur Templin 
Velma Poriman 
Barbara Childs 
leva Rector 

Dorothy Sollars 
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Advertisement and Pictures 


Pauline Sollars 
Lois Miller . 
Vera Janney 
Ann Graham 
Betty Collins 
Jean Thorpe 
Fred D. Janney 
Mary Alice Sherrill 
Joe Sollars 
Helen Janney 
Marcile Wright 
Wilbur Wright 
Wanda Wallace 
Roscue Collins 
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Merle Markins 


Whereas, 


Whereas, 


Whereas, 


Whereas, 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
William Campbell, President John C. Corn 


TOWN OF GASTON 


Robert E. Nickey, Clerk-Treasurer 
GASTON, INDIANA 


A PROCLAMATION ~ 


The Board of Trustees of the Town of Gaston, at the regular session of 
Monday, January 3, 1955, adopted a resolution reading as follows, 


The Year 1955 is the 100th anniversary of the original platting of the site 
of Snagtown, later known as the Town of Gaston. 


The Town of Gaston in keeping with the practices and precedents as set 
by other communities, does hereby consider the year of 1955 as Centennial 
year. 


The display of such antiques, and relic equipment, as shall be displayed, 
will afford our citizens an opportunity to observe the remarkable advances 
made for the home, farm, and industry, during the past century, and 


The display of such aforementioned articles will accent to our citizens the 
fortitude and ingenuity of our forefathers in building our great nation with 
the meager tools and equipment available. 


Therefore, Be it Resolved, by the Board of Trustees of the Town of Gaston, that the 


year of 1955 be acclaimed as Centennial year, and that the week of June 4, 
to June 11, be proclaimed Centennial Week and be celebrated by such pag- 
eantry and exhibitions as shall be forthcoming. 


Be it Further, Resolved that the cooperation and support of the Board of Trustees of 


the Town of Gaston, be extended in whatever manner may be helpful. 


In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of 
the Town of Gaston to be affixed. 


Done in the Town of Gaston, this third day of January, in the year of our 
Lord nineteen hundred and fifty five and of the independence of the 
United States of America, the one hundred seventy ninth. 


(Seal) William B. Campbell, Pres. 
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Town Officials 
-L. to R.; Bob Nickey, Merle Markins, Wm. Campbell, Chester O’Connel, 
— Bud Corn, Paul Gardner 


Volunteer Firemen 
L. to R.: Charles Myer 
Chester O’Connel, Ralp 
Case, Gerald Melvin, Hi 
bert Morgan, Roscue Co 


lins, Paul Gardner 
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HISTORY OF WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 


How would you like to take a journey into 
Indian territory, through Indiana which was or- 
ganized in 1800 and admitted as a state in 1816? 
‘The state was divided into ninety-two counties. 
The county we are about to invade is Delaware. 
Delaware County was divided into twelve town- 
ships. In the Northwest part of the-county, we 
will enter Washington ‘Township. 


The going will be rough, in fact, we are in a 
wilderness. Can you visualize giant trees of the 
forest, the oaks, black, white, red and burr, black 
and white walnut, poplars, elins, beech, sugar 
maples and along the streams and river the lovely 


sycamores with their shiny leaves and_ spotted 


limbs and trunks? 


God, in His goodness, made the forest to be 
utilized in the progress of our civilization. The 
Indian tribes that inhabited Delaware County 
were Miami, Delaware, and Pottawatomy. 


The wild life in early days were in abundance. 
Along the wooded stream roamed the fleeting 
wolves, while the busy beavers were hard at work 
cutting down trees and building dams. (The re- 
mains’ of the beaver’s dams are still in evidence 
West of Wheeling). The Indian’s meat supply was 
ample; fish, raccoon, opossum, and rabbits. While 
we are walking through the swamps and forest, 
we must listen to the song birds. Some we have 
never heard before. The wooded areas provided a 
safe refuge for our feathered friends. 


There is much fertile land in Washington 
Township, perhaps more swamp land than in any 
of the other townships. 
muck swamp land as the dismal). 


The Mississinewa River is in the Northeast 
part of the township. The land in that portion is 
rugged and rolling, which adds to the beauty of 
the landscape. 


Washington Township lies wholly in the Con-. 


gressional township 22 North, the West tier of 
sections are in range 8 and the baiance in range 9. 
The township is seven miies east and west, five 
miles wide nerth and south. 


Early Settlement of Washington Township - 


The first land purchased from the government 
in Washington Township was December 23, 1823 
by David Conner. This was the east half of the 
Northeast quarter of section 15 lying one mile 
west of Wheeling. 


Early in 1824 comes a Mr. Broderick who 
leases a small plot and sets up a trading station 


(We refer to the black. 


and tavern. His location was in line for the traffic 
with the Indians and emigrants moving farther 
West. Mr. Broderick’s stock consisted chiefly of 
a few articles of merchandise, ammunition, and an 
unlimited supply of whiskey. At the expiration of 
Mr. Broderick’s lease he was superceded by Robert 
Sanders who carried on the business a number 
of years. 


In 1829 Robert Sanders sold his home to Wim. 
McCormick. Wim. McCormick entered three 80 
acre tracts in Section 15. Besides numerous pur- 
chases were made iy him in other sections of the 
township. 


During the year 1829, William Heal of Mus- 
kingum County, Ohio, traveling on foot, prospect- 
ing, decided he would like to settle and build a 
future home. He purchased from the land office 
in Ft. Wayne, three 80 acre tracts Section 11. His 
purchase was on both sides of the Mississinewa 
River. 


This land is in the Elizabethtown vicinity. 
The William Heal family seems to be outstanding 
from the history of the early settlement of Wash- 
ington Township. After William Heal purchased 
and made ready a home for his family, he returned 
to Ohio to bring his family to his Western home. 
Starting with three wagons, they came on to Co- 
ijumbus, Ohio, where they fell in with a family of 
Thomas Littler’s who were also seeking a Western 
home. Acquaintances were soon formed. These 
families, cutting their way through woods by day 
and sharing the same campfire by night, soon 
formed a friendship that could not be easily sev- 
ered. Mr. Heal reached his destination and it did 
not take much persuasion to enduce the Littler 
family to remain.‘So on November 17, 1829, he 
entered land adjoining the Heal farm, 


The first white male child born in Washing- 
ton Township was John W. Heal, February 12, 
1831. The first white baby girl was Mary Graham. 
This happened about the same time. 


The first marriage was solemnized at the res- 
idence of Robert Sanders in 1834. The contracting 
parties were Nancy Sanders and Nathaniel 
McGuire. 


The first cemetery was Olive Branch, which 
consisted of one acre of land donated by Wm. 
Heal. The first person buried there was John 
Watson in 1837. 


Continuing early settlement and land grants, 
we will go to the west tier of sections bordering on 
Madison County, beginning with section 12 which 
is both the Northwest section of township and 
county. 


————— om 
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One of the first homesteads 
built in Snagtown. Located 
on S. Sycamore 
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1836-1837 


Frederick Ice and Robert Burke, Christopher 
Hudson and Robert Hudson, Joseph Farley, 
Christopher Scott, and John Ellison owned. this 
land. About 1881 this same land belonged to 
Daniel Richards, H. W. Foster, Kk. F. Grave, J. V. 
McCune, D. Richards, C. H. Conkle, J. .W. Foster, 
R. E. Glass and H. S. Rominger. 


% 


1836-1850 


aT 


From the year 1836 to 1850 land grants were 


sold to familiar old family names. Among those 
names we find Anderson, Anthony, Atkinson, Ben- 
bow, Beouy, Burgess, Broyles, Brunt, Bolye, 
Brown, Bryan, Carmin, Crow, Carter, Dills, Dun- 
lap, Dorton, Evans, Foster, Farley, Ginn, Gilmore, 
Gruver, Grimes, Howard, Hoover, Hedgeland, Hu- 
‘ber, Heal, Janney, Jackson, Johnson, Kennard, 
Kirklin, Lawson, Larue, Long, McCormick, Miller, 
Milhollin, Maynard, McLaughton, Newberger, Nix- 
on, Nickey, Powers, Parkinson, Richards, Thomp- 
sons, Vannalla, Woodring. No doubt in reading 
the long list of pioneer names, someone will find 
a family amiss bul never the less these familiar 
names and the ones not mentioned have made 
Washington Township history “All Through The 
Years’’. 


It is hard to realize the hardships of our 
pioneer forefathers. Try to imagine building a 
home in a swamp cr forest. The trees had to be 
felled and hewn, the floors were dirt, often a fire 
was built in the center of the room for heat and 
their meals cooked over fire by a log outside the 
cabin. The beds were from slabs cut from logs. 
Perhaps the trading stations carried sundries and 
provisions to meet the needs of the early settlers. 


There is an old adage. Where there is a Will, 
there’s a Way. 


Elizabethtown 


Elizabethtown is the first and oldest village 
of the township. It is said this town had high hopes 
to the honor of becoming a county seat. But as 
fate would have it, the county lines were drawn in 
the wrong places. The court house and other pub- 
lic buildings seen in the day dreams of the people 
of the Northeast Corner of Washington Township 
proved to be “castles in the air.” Tradition has it 
that Elizabethtown was named in honor of Mark 
Powers’ grandmother, Elizabeth Wilson, great- 
grandmother of Paul Powers, Gaston Insurance 
Company. The thriving village of Elizabethtown is 
no more. 


Wheeling 


Wm. McCormick, one of the pioneer settlers 
of the township, about 1833 purchased land in the 
Northeast corner of section 14 and later laid off 


- reason was so people could see the snags and not 


a village there. One of the oldest roads in the coun- 
ty is Wheeling Avenue or Wheeling Pike. This 
was the first regular mail route to this part of 
the county. The mail was carried horseback as 
far as Logansport and later a hack. service was 
installed and continued in use until the railroad 
was built. Wm. McCormick’s house was the first 
post office which went by the name of Cranberry 
Post Office until it was changed to Wheeling. 


Snagtown 


~Snagtown dates back to February, 1855, when 
David L. Jones laid the first plat on part of the 
Northeast quarter of section 33. According to early 
history, the population was 35. It consisted of one 
physician, one saw mill, two churches, one school, 
one store which was located on the corner where 
Zdwin Sayre’s new garage and post office is now 
situated and Jesse Miers was proprietor, and 
several mechanics, comprised the leading interests. 
David L. Jones was owner of the saw mill and 
W. F. McInturf was postmaster. After a time Dr. 
John Philpot built a new store where the bank 
now stands. With the new store on a new corner, 
people began calling Snagtown New Corner. 


We wonder how and why a town is named. 
Snagtown has different stories but all relate to 
the trees being cut a few feet from the ground 
and the over all picture was snags. 


Artie Woodring tells this story. When a 
corduroy road was built through the town, the 
trees were cul down three feet from the ground 
and the road was built around these snags. The 


get fast on them, hence the name Snagtown. 


Where Gaston is was a swamp at one time. 
One snag stood nearly in the middle of the street 
in front of Knotts and McKnights. People went 
around it for years. 


Mrs. Osie Hiatt tells this one. Her Uncle 
Nathan McCreery, Sr. was on his way to the store 
and snagged his new pair of jeans on a stump and 
remarked this is nothing but “Snagtown” thus 
the name stuck until the New Corner was built. 


New Corner versus Gaston 


In 1885 New Corner was still a trading center 
with the principal activities in the hands of the 
following: W. R. Bryan, R. F. Bryan and. Frank 
Woodring, general stores; Frank Miller & Co. 
store; D. E. Rowlette Shoe Store; J. W. Hannen, 
Postmaster; Reasoner & Knight, Drugs; Case & 
Co., tile factory; Clemens & Munsey, physicians; 
two saw mills and a gristmill. As the population 
grew Gaston has had many enterprises which are 
related “All Through The Years.” The election 
to incorporate the city of Gaston was held Octo- 
ber 25, 1904. The yote was 103 to 73 in favor of 
incorporating. 
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Top, left to right: 1. Old hotel located on N. 
Sycamcre St. 2. News Stand & Millinery shop 
on Elm St. 8. Street scenes before and after 
automobile. 5. First Gaston bank. 6. Barn- 


hart Square. Burned in 1924. 7. Guess who? 
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Stockport 


Stockport is located in Section 25. The first 
purchase of land in the section was made by 
James Asheraft. On October 14, 1833 he entered 
lwo traets, a strip of land 80 rods wide and 1 mile 
long north and south. The Wheeling Pike ran 
through the strip of land yery near the center. 


One lime Stockport was a trading center. Wm. 
McKinley owned a general store. Also a church 
served thal community for a place gf worship. 
The C. 1. E. railroad passenger train was a nice 
convenience for the people of Gaston and com- 
munity. 


Grey Eagle 


Grey Eagle, a mile north of Stockport, also 
located on the Wheeling Pike, provided a school 
for the youngsters. This school was number eight 
and the Powers family attended. There also was 
a Baptist Church, one on either side of the Wheel- 
ing Pike. Since consolidation of schools, many 
persons have had a grocery store in the old school 
building. 


The automobile has changed the picture of 
the small villages. Not even an old land mark re- 
mains, 


Schools in Washington Township 


How much better is it to get wisdom than gold 
and to get understanding rather to be chosen than 
silver. (Prov. 16:16). Education in early days was 
almost an impossibility. Housing, roads, and 
teachers were the problems. The first school on 
record was near Wheeling in Section 11 at the 
home of William Heal and Olive Heal. She taught 
their own children and the neighbors’ children in 
a room of her own home. She was paid $1.25 per 
child per term, during the winter of 1833 and 
1834. Three or four years elapsed and Wm. Whar- 
ton taught in the Methodist Church, same location 
as the present Methodist Church, around 1838. 
In 1839 a building was erected about where the 
Gaston Water Tower stands. Ezra Maynard was 
the teacher. The wages ranged from $1.00 to $2.00 
per term per pupil of 60 to 90 days. When the 
State Constitution was adopted in 1816, it pro- 
vided for education, but it took a long time to get 
the plan in use over all the state. The Federal 
Government sel aside section 16-in each township 
to provide funds for school purposes. 


Washington Township, 640 acres, sold for 
$3,552.40, in the vicinity of the Beouys, Dortons, 
Milhollin, Newberger heirs. In 1850, the State 
Legislilure made a law lo establish free schools, 
supported by laxation, 


In 1840 the population of Delaware County 
was 8,843. Of this number 866 could not read or 
write. School problems harassed the country in 
early days and it is one of the big problems today. 
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The first schools were constructed of logs 20 
feet square and 8 feet high. The cracks between 
the logs were filled with mud or clay plaster. -The 
chimneys were made of mud and sticks. A log 
was cut out leaving an opening for light and 
greased paper was stretched over this to. exclude 
the cold winds. Seats were made of split logs with 
the smooth side up resting on legs driven in holes 
on the under side. They had no desks but a slanted 
board was around in two or three sides of the room 
fastened to the logs for a desk, to accommodate as 
many pupils as could get around for copy book 
writing. A piece of slate for calculations, paper 
Was expensive and was only used for penman- 
ship exercises. 


In 1824 the General Assembly passed an act 
to incorporate congressional townships and _ pro- 
vide for public schools. The provisions were for 
three persons of the township to act as trustees, 
to control the school lands. In building school 
houses every able bodied person over twenty-one 
was to give one day’s work each week, or else pay 
thirly-seven and one-half cents in lieu of a day’s 
work. By 1880 throughout the township, the little 
red brick school houses were built and numbered. 
District 4, 6, 8, 10, etc. These lasted up to the con- 
solidation, when each township built a building 
to care for its Own school needs. 

A two story brick building was erected in Gas- 
ton, the present home office of Dr. Fred Langs- 
don. When it was outgrown, the McCreery build- 
ing across from the M. E. church was used. 


In 1896 a six room building was completed on 
the present Gaston school grounds. Three more 
rooms were added to complete the square. Then 
consolidation called for more room, so the new 
gymnasium and class rooms were added. Today 
the present structure is inadequate. 


Trustees of Washington Township 
Through the years:. 


Thomas Dunn 1864, James A. Williams 1865- 
66, George Thomas 1867-68, Wm. Lewis 1869-71, 
Thompson Sharp 1872-73,° John Frey 1874-75, 
Mark Powers 1876-79; Thompson Sharp 1880-83, 
Mark Powers 1884-85, Micheal Cory 1886-87, Mark 
Powers 1888-90, Henry Hyer 1891-95, L. F. Miller 
1896-98, Ozoro 'T. Sharp 1899-1900, Wim. B. Car- 
min 1901-04, J. Fletcher Hyer 1905, Claude Leach, 
Henry Long, Edward Vannater,. Ernest Carey, 
Victor Bryan, Raymond Johnson, Edwin Sayre 
1942-46, J. Paul Janney 1947-54, Paul Gilmer 1955. 


Industries 


Gaston was a farmers’ town for many years 
and most factories were directly connected to the 


farmers’ conyenience and income. In early days 
Valentine Woodring was a cabinet maker and 


made furniture for the neighbors. Phillip Wood- 
ring made coffins; Dave Rowlette was the shoe 
and boot maker. 
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CAMPBELL FEED AND GRAIN 


CUSTOM GRINDING and MIXING 


PHONE GASTON 69-3 


PURINA FEED STATE PILOT FEED 


as beam wap 4. 2 CONGRATULATIONS | 


From 


MUNCIE FEDERAL SAVINGS 
and LOAN ASSOCIATION 


On Your 


100th BIRTHDAY 


Delaware County’s oldest Savings and Loan 


: a Lic Assoctatton 
Sa a a 
ea dll Yi XN 


Savings insured to 10,000.00 


The Door To Opportunity _ o% Direet Reduction Home Loan Plan 
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Saw Mills 


The saw mills flourished as long as the tim- 


The Gaston Milling Company 
was one of the leading industrial institutions of 
Delaware County. Frederick Huber came to New 
Corner (Gaston) in 1860 where he followed his 
trade of carriage making and manufacture of 


bers were plentiful. 


wagons, to which in 1880 he added a saw and 
flour milling business. In 1888 he started a grit 


mill run by steam and ran it in connection with 
the saw mill. During the gas drilling period the 
Hubers drilled for gas with their mill machinery 
and struck a good well and then used gas to fire 
their boilers. 


After’ Frederick Huber’s death the Gaston 
Milling Company was operated by a son, Dr, 


George Huber, for many years. He also served the 
Gaston vicinity as a doctor. 


Gas Wells 


The New Corner Mining and Gas Company 
came along about January 15, 1887. Over night 
the great “gas boom” had struck! 


Many companies were formed and land was 
leased throughout the township, some farmers 
gelting fair deals, others not so good. The sad 
part of the gas boom was the waste. People thought 
the earth would pour out gas for years and years. 
The country was as well Tighted as it is now by 
electricity. Big business found that gas was the 
cheapest fuel they could use, thus pumping sta- 
tions were put in operation, and our gas was 
pumped out day and night. Finally the gas supply 
was exhausted. 


When the gas boom was on, real estate began 
to skyrocket. Big business moved, in fact a new 
era began. In the daily news was a parody pro- 
voked by the boom. 


Tell me not in mournful numbers 
That the town is full of gloom 

For the man’s a crank who slumbers 
In these bursting days of boom. 


Case & Co. Tile Factory 


The manufacturing of drain tile has been one 
of the greatest improvements of Delaware Coun- 
ly. 

In early history our entire county was wilder- 
ness and swamp land. The inhabitants were 
stricken with typhoid fever, malarial fever charac- 
terized by intermittent fits of sweating and chill- 
ing. It was believed the mosquito’s bite or sting 
transmitted the fevers. Often the wells were con- 
taminated by stagnant waters. 

After the manufacture of tiles, farmers haul- 
ed wagon loads of tile out on the farms, employed 
men to dig ditches with the proper fall so the 
water could be carried off into the county ditches 
which were taken care of yearly by the land 
owners. 
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In the early nineteen hundreds, dredging ma- 
chines widened and deepened. the county ditches, 
thus the swamp waters headed to the rivers and 
other channels. 


The Case & Co. tile factory was the first to 
manufacture tile. Then the Ben Bartlett Co., 1885, 
Alfred Brown, Joseph Ferguson and Paul Spie- 
cher of Urbana was the Ee owner and the last 
tile was made in 1912. This factory was located in 
the south part of Gaston. 


Gaston Canning Co. 


In 1902 Mark Powers helped organize ‘The 
Gaston Canning Co.” and served the company as 
president and treasurer until 1912 when he sold 
his interest in the cannery to his son, Bert Powers. 


Bert Powers first served the company as 
treasurer until 1918 when he was elected secre- 
lary and general manager of the Gaston Canning 
Co. This was the largest. and best industry for 
many years, for the people of Gaston vicinity. At 
one time the factory canned peas, both early and 
late varieties, but the climate was not suitable for 
this vegetable so peas were discontinued and 
tomatoes and pulp canning went on forly years. 


During World War II, through government 
orders from Army Camps, Gaston Canning Co, 
tomatoes were shipped all over the world. Our 
fighting men over ‘seas as far away as French 
Morocco reported seeing the label with the big red 
ripe tomato and “Gaston Canning Co., Gaston, 
Indiana, U.S.A.” printed below. Just seeing this 
label was like meeting a loved one from home. 
More than likely he or someone of his family 
could have packed that case of tomatoes to be 
shipped. 


In later years the canning factory was used 
for making Hunts Buttermilk. 


In the last few years the frame parts of the 
factory have been torn down and the suitable lum- 
ber sold for construction of a new home. At the 
present time only the brick and block parts of 
the Gaston Canning Co. remain erect. 


Glass Factory 


When the gas boom was on all neighboring: 
towns and cities had glass factories. Some mak- 
ing bottles, window glass, and some colored sou- 
venir glass articles ete. 

In 1899 a glass factory was located on the 
north side of West Elm Street, east of the rail- 
road. The company brought many of their own 
experienced laborers and also hired local help. 

Around 1903 the gas pressure was getting low 
and the company moved elsewhere. Romances 
budded and ripened during the glass factory days. 
Some new cilizens moved in and the girls moved 
out. 
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For Your 


A. M. RENGH & SONS 
Convenience... LUMBER COMPANY 


Use Our Branches 


Complete Line of 


BROADWAY NEAR CENTENNIAL 
WEST JACKSON STREET 
AT MANNING 


Building Materials 


Paints and Hardware 


(oe ee oe ee oe ee 


MERCHANTS TRUST "WHERE: SERVICE AMS. :A) HABIT? 
COMPANY 


110 E. MAIN ST. PHONE GASTON 48 
MUNCIE, INDIANA 


GASTON HARDWARE THE HAROLD HOBBS COMPANY 


COMMENTS 
GENERAL HARDWARE GASTON’S 100th BIRTHDAY 
PLUMBING 

Hobbs Sr’s Ist trip to your Gaston was to New 

’ Corner as a Jad and thru the past years, we 

PHILCO MAYTAG have had splendid patronage, fine friends and 
slill say that Gaston is one of the best small 

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES towns in easlern Indiana. Come in and read 


up on your community history. We have all 
the histories of Delaware County. 


HANNAS PAINTS 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 


MEREDITH EPPARD, MGR. AND DON’T FORGET WE BUY — SELL 
TRADE — FINANCE AND HELP YOU 


PHONE 6-2 GASTON 
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Railroad 


Gaston has a railroad. In the summer of 1901 
the Cincinnati, Richmond & Muncie (C.C.L.R.R.) 
(now the C&O) was completed through the coun- 


try. Gaston was finally given R. R. connections. 
The greatest celebration in the history of 


Gaston was back in 1901. It was the day the first 
train of the C. R. M. entered the town. To quench 
the thirst of the multitude, ten live stock tanks 
were filled with lemonade. : 


Handbills reading “IVs come, C. R..& M. Rail- 
road. You come Wednesday evening at 5 o’clock 
with filled baskets and have a Jubilee at the depot. 
R. R. officials will be present.” Bills were distrib- 
uted the day before the train arrived. Business 
Was very good for many years. Former Agent 
Alexandria advises it was not uncommon for the 
local crews to unload enough freight to fill the 
freight house to capacity; also the outside plat- 
forms were stacked with freight. 


Sundays and holidays as many as 175 to 200 


persons rode the afternoon trains from Gaston 
lo Muncie, bul as time changes things, automo- 


biles, buses, and airplanes, also transport trucks, 
have changed the picture. 


Cyclone Manufacturing Co. 


During a street fair and poultry exhibit in 
Gaston, the lawn park brooder coop was invented, 
from dire necessily. 


As the story goes, Paul Powers collected the 
eggs from the pens of hen’s on exhibit and gave 
them to Paul Spiecher. He in turn gave them i) 
Nettie Larue who set them and hatched a nice 
brood of chicks and gave them back to Spiecher. 
What was he to do with hen and chickens on the 
streels .of Gaston? He went to the Hyrons lin 
shop and oul of corrugated sheet metal devised 
an enclosed park by day and a varment proof en- 
closure by night. The demand for this coop grew 
immediately, and over 4,000 were shipped out of 
Gaston. This concern was moved to Urbana but 
did not flourish. 


In this day of incubators, electric brooders 
and heat lamps does the young child of today 
associate the mother hen and her brood of baby 
chicks? 


Roads 


It has been said of the man that built a better 
mouselraps there would be a beaten path to his 
door. Well the betler mousetrap has been built. 
LeUs see how we got there. When the Indians 
lived here they picked spots where: the footing 
was the best, often following the trail of the wild 
animals. A narrow, deep worn and wavering path 
lo the creeks or a hide-away for its prey. ‘The 
‘arly settlers picked dry spots but often trees 
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would have to be removed to get thru. Some of 
the roads would go around and aboul thru dif- 
ferent farms and lots, until the farmers began 
building rail fenees around their farms. This 
finally forced the roads to the section or half’ 
section lines. In case of the Wheeling Avenue or 
Wheeling Pike, houses and inhabitants occupy 
both sides of the winding road; il never was 
straightened. 


The carly roads were called corduroy. The 
trees and brush were pul down and driven over 
Ly wagons and sometimes dirl was pes on the 
liinbs ‘und brush. Early history relates a section 
having so many miles of pubhe roads and so many — 
niles ‘of free gravel pikes. In 1880 the county was 
emerging from pioneer living, and after the war 
of 1861-63 was over, Delaware County turned. its 
energies and capital over lo the construction. of 
vravel Lurnpikes. 

The streets of Gaston were corduroy and 
dirt; later years gravel. Then cinders from coal 
burning industry plants. Today we have the hard 
surface in Gaston and miles and miles throughout 
the township. 


Early settlers did not have sidewalks. Later 
years they ulilized the saw dust for walks. Then 
the Gastoniles were kept out of the mud by board 


walks. Today you walk all over town on cement. 
Many an octogenarian remembers the toll 


gate on the Wheeling Pike—a fund raising proj- 
ect to keep up ils roads. 

The road we know as Gaston-Yorktown Pike 
or Harrison Road is black top and was built at 
the time the toll was put on. 

Wheeling Pike is betler known today as Na- 
tional Highway 35. Up until recent years this road 
has been marked as “Old Indian Trail.” (O.1.T.) 


Early Churches 


The first Methodist (M.I.) Church was built 


In 1854-55, one hundred years ago. When the 
congregation of this denomination go into the 


house of the Lord for worship, they should pause 
and give thanks that the pioneer fathers and 
mothers kept the candle burning “Through the 
Years.” “IT have fought a good fight, I have fin- 
ished my course, I have kept the faith.” (2 Timo- 


thy 4:7) 


Early in the thirties the itinerant Methodist 
preacher began preaching the Gospel in the terri- 
tory which is now occupied by the Gaston charge 
It was first a mission then formed into a large 
circuil. The preaching places were first in the 
home of the people and the school houses, where 
ihe first societies were formed according to Meth- 
odist economy. The early ministry began by pas- 
lors in 1848. 
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Some of the first members and founders of 
the New Corner Methodist Episcopal Church were 
Phillip and Anna Woodring, John and-Anna Bur- 
gess, George and Nancy. Bryan, Levi and Ruham- 
ma Miller, Benjamin and Letha Maynard, Samuel 
and [lizabeth MeCreery, James Tracy, Resin Sum- 
mers and wile, David and Elizabeth Burgess, and 
fzra and Hannah Maynard. 


The first church of frame structure was buill 
in 1854-55 and was dedicated when H. J. Lacy 
Was pastor. 


The grand army of God moved on until this 
charge was served in with Jonesboro and a little 
later the Muncie Mission until 1854-55. After the 
erection of the house of worship followed the 
organization of the New Corner Circuit in 1867 
when A. M. Kirkwood was pastor. In 1883 New 
Corner was pul in with Eaton Circuit and served 
by two, ie., (pastors). At the close of 1886 it was 
served by one pastor. 1892-1895 A. E. Sarah was 
pastor and during bis administration a new brick 
church was buiit. [t was burned in December 1902. 
During his stay the name New Corner was changed 
lo Gastom. In 1903-1904 a beautiful new church 
was built of brick and stone to replace the one de- 
stroyed by fire the year before and was dedicated 
to God’s service by Rev. William D. Parr, D. D., 
February 21, 1904. The total value of the church 
as it stands is $10,000.00. 


New Corner United Brethren 


In 1871 twelve members of this denomination - 


met at the shop of Frederick Huber in the town 
of New Corner and organized a class under the 
ministration of Rev. Arthur Rector. Two years 
later a lot was purchased and a church was erected 
al the cost of $600.00. Frederick Huber, being an 
active member in church work, donated the en- 
lire suin with the exception of ninety-three dol- 
lars. This location was on the North Sycamore 
Street. The church officers were Frederick Huber, 
Jackson Brock and Jackson Losh; Charles Rector 
was the pastor. This church was burned. A’ new 
frame church was buill on East Elm Street and 
dedicated November 8, 19038. This building was 
moved to Muncie and is still used as a place of 
worship. 


New Corner Methodist Protestant Church 


The M. P. Church was organized in 1854, at 
the home of James Burgess and for several years 
the regular meetings were held at this home. In 
the meantime new members were added. to_ the 
class and the place for holding meetings was 
changed to the school house, where they wor- 
shiped until 1870. Rey. James Harrison was the 
pastor at that time and took an active part in 
securing a permanent house of worship. A_ lot 
Was purchased in the town of New Corner, upon 
which the church was erected in the same year 
al the cost of $900.00. This church was located 


“ast of the bank and built out on the walk or 
near the street and it was destroyed by fire. A 
second church was located back on the lot with a 
post in front for tieing the horses. This church 
also was burned when the Barnhart block burned 
in 1924. The members never rebuilt their chureh 
but worshiped in other churches. 


The Christian Church 


When the Methodist congregation built their 
second new church, the first chureh that wis 
built in New Corner was moved on the ground 
where the Wesleyan Methodist stands and the 
Christian denomination had services there for 
several years. The Reverend Ullery was the pastor. 


Church of the Nazarene 


The Chureh of the Nazarene in Gaston, was 
starled by a series of collage prayer mectings that 
developed into a two weeks revival on the Gaston 
High School grounds. This group of people pur- 
chased the old original Methodist Church after it 
had been abandoned for several years by the 
Christian people. 


This church started with cight charter mem- 
bers, Frank Huber, Miss Ruth Huber, Fred Camp-. 
bell and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Herron, Watt 
Boyle and Phoebe Porter. Rev. Marion Hall was 
pastor. 


On September 21, 1948, the trustees pur- 
chased their present location from the Cammack 
Methodist Church. At once a basement was con- 
structed and when finished, services were con- 
dueted in the basement for several years. 


In 1935 a new parsonage was built lo replace 
the one destroyed by fire. 


In the fall of 1958 the main structure of the 
church was completed and dedicalory services 
were held. The present pastor is Rey. H. Gene Pool. 


Wesleyan Methodist 


If you have followed through with the Church 
history of this Centennial history of Churches, 
you will note the old Methodist church was moved 
out for the building of a new-church, and the 
Chrisian denomination purchased it and it was 
used for a place of worship for a number of 
years. Then you follow thru with the Nazarene 
people holding services in the same building. Now 
we shall follow through with the Wesleyan Meth- 
odist, 


Some time after the Nazarene Congregation 
had held their last service in’ the seventy-five 
year old building, the Wesleyan Methodist Indiana 
Conference began revival services February 1, 
1932 with Reverend E. E. Cory of Wabash as 


evangelist. At the close of the meeting a church 
Was organized wilh Mer. and Mrs. Vinson Janney, 
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Congratulations 


ON YOUR 
100th Birthday. 


and 


Best Wishes 


for the next 100 years 


MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK 


CENTENNIAL 
CONGRATULATIONS 


You Never Outgrow Your Need 


For MILK 


QUALITY DAIRY PRODUCTS 
FOR MORE THAN 85 YEARS 


Covalt’s 


MUNCIE PHONE 8846 


Brown’s Appliance 
Store 


YOUR DEALER 


ZENITH and PHILCO 'TYV 


REFRIGERA'TORS—RANGES 


AUTOMATIC WASHERS 


SUNBEAM SMALL APPLIANCES 


EXPERT RADIO and TV SERVICE 


PHONE GASTON 27 


KELLY’S 47th” 
ANNIVERSARY IN GASTON 


1908 — 1955 


PRESCRIPTION SERVICE 
FOUNTAIN and LUNCH 
COSMETICS COSTUME JEWELRY 
FULL LINE OF DRUGS 


WELCOME TO GASTON 


KELLY’S REXALL DRUGS 


PHONE 134 
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Mr. and Mrs. John Cranfil, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis 
Boyle, Mr. and Mrs. Munson Tremaine and daugh- 
ter Delpha as charter members. Ministers serving 
the charge since are Mrs. Maude Norman, Virgil 
Vardaman, James A. DeWeerd,’ Sherwood Eddy, 
Don Fisher, Gilbert Baker, James Elliot, Glenn 
Yates, William Walsh, Lee Tilden, David King, 
William James, Phillip Jones, and the present 
pastor, John Harris, 


On August 15, 1987 when James DeWeerd 
was the pastor, a service was held commemorating 
the paying off of the indebtedness and burning 
of notes and mortages. 


On November 9, 1944, during William 
Walsh’s pastorate, the last service was held in 
the ninety-seven year old building. Many months 
before, however, the basement for a new church 
building had been under construction, a gift from 
the late Frank Huber starting brother Lewis 
Boyle to measuring the plot for excavation. 


After the old church was razed, several sou- 
venirs were made from its native walnut timber 
by Mr. Huber. 


During the time of rebuilding through the 
courtesy of the Knotts and McKnight Implement 
Store, the congregation held their services in the 
large room over the store. 


Near spring of 1945 they moved to the new 
church basement, and June 1945 the new building 
was dedicated: 


Prairie Grove Christian Church 


Prairie Grove is located four miles northwest 
of Gaston. It has been a place of worship since the 
year 1859. In the early days before road construc- 
tion it was held in an old school building before a 
building was erected in 1859. Records show that 
the ground on which the church was built, and 
the graveyard, was deeded to the trustees of the 
church in 1896 by John and Naney Janney. 


In 1874 Joseph Janney was the clerk and we 
find in his hand writing, the covenant which was 
adopted by the church. “First, We believe that the 
old and new Testament scriptures are an inspira- 
lion from God to his creature man, and properly 
interpreted and applied are alone for a rule of 
faith and practice. Second, We take Christian as 
an only divinely authorized name. Third, We 
agree God being our helper to walk in the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless 
making due diligence on our parts to learn from 
sacred oracles the will of God concerning man. 
Fourth, We agree that Christian character is the 
only true test of Christian fellowship, but lo be 
in possession of that character we must endeavor 
to follow Christ.” 


The first church record shows a membership 
of 30 and among those names we find Aimos Jan- 
ney, grandfather of Amos Janney, Hayden, Rob- 


ertson Hazelbaker, New House, Vannatter, Jack- 
son, etc. 


This country church has been remodeled un- 
til it serves the congregation nicely, with modern 
heating and lights. The setting of the church is 
on a raised knoll with big trees and a board fence, 
and the cemetery surrounding is a place of beau- 
ty. The church can be seen for a distance. It seems 
to send out an invitation and welcome. 


The most recent pastors serving the church 
were Rey. Glenn Frear, Wayne Janney and Mor- 
gan Groves, 


Zion Church 


As a voice out of the past, so speaks James T. 
Broyles in the year of our Lord 1893— 


HISTORY OF ZION CHURCH 
by 
James T. Broyles 


Ay, Se meeting of Zion Class held at Zion December 3, 


Sometime during the year 1857 or about 36 years ago 
there was a class organized in the old log school house 
located where the new school house now stands. 


The first member of the organization was Ada Lewis 
or Grandma Lewis who belonged to the Sugar Grove 
society about three miles north west of here in Grant Co. . 
Joining soon after, Sister Mary Jones, Thomas Broyles, 
Sarah A. Broyles, Anderson H. Broyles, Harriet Broyles, 
Robert Dunlap, and wife, Elizabeth Broyles, daughter of 
Madison Broyles and myself James T. Broyles. 


George W. Bowers was preacher in charge. Robert 
Dunlap was first class leader, Anderson H. Broyles stew- 
ard of class. Soon after there was a number of persons 
joined the society. Brother Morris Jones, Brother Hold- 
man Eastes and family, Brother Blose and wife and many 
others. This society held meetings in the school house. 


New Corner Circuit was organized in 1867. In April 
1868 Brother Garretson was sent to us as our pastor. Dur- 
ing the conference year there were subscriptions taken 
to build: this church. Brother Horn was our next pastor 
and during the conference year 1869 this church was 
built and dedicated to God for Public Worship. How well 
have we or will we use it for the purpose it was dedicat- 
ed? Let the living answer. 


The history of the society is familiar with many of 
you from that time to the present. At times like all other 
societies, high on the mountain top, at other times it has 
been at a low ebb down in the valley. But the question for 
us is, for what are these societies and church organiza- 
tions? Church Militant here below a place to worship and 
prepare us for the Heaven above. ; 


(This article was written by James T. Broy- 
les and submitted to us by his son and wife, Mr. 
and Mrs. Walter Broyles.) 


Morris Jones and his wife Ada Jones deeded 
the land on which the new church was to be 
built to the trustees of the Zion Church. The deed 
was recorded the 14th day of July A. D. 1870-—As 
recorded in deed record, Book 338, page 694 in 
Recorder’s office, Delaware County, Muncie, In- 
diana. 


Zion Chuch built in the year 1869 was en- 
lirely destroyed by fire on the morning of March 
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UPPER LEFT: First Methodist Episcopal! 
Church built in 1856. 


ABOVE: Methodist Protestant Church, 
1905; and United Brethren Church, 1874. 


LEFT: Present day Methodist Church; 
present day Wesleyan Methodist Church; 
and present day Church of the Nazarene. 
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4, 1914. Work was begun shortly after the burning 
of the old church on the erection of the new 
church which was dedicated January 10, 1915. 
Rey. C. E. Line, District Superintendent; Rev. 
Barton Rees Pogue, Pastor. 


After Zion class was organized in 1857 it 
later became Zion Church and was a point on the 
New Corner Circuit in 1867. It shared pastors 
wilh New Corner and Eaton. Later it was a point 
on the Gaston Circuit about 18938. From an old 
Sunday School record book, some of the ministers 
who served the Gaston circuit were Rev. A. E. 
Sarah, Rev. Neal and others. 


About 1900 Zion Church was placed on a 
charge with Sumunilville church. During 1900- 
1901 Rev. J. C. White was the pastor. Rev. J. B. 
Cook .was the pastor from 1902-1904. In 1905 
Zion and Union Chapel became the Summitville 
Circuit with Rey. F. M. Lacy as pastor in 1905- 
1907. Rey, E. E. Trippeer was the pastor in 1908- 
1909. In 1910 Zion Church and Union Chapel 
formed a separate charge and hired their own 
pastor. This union continued until 1927. The pas- 
tors during this time were Revs. J. J. Barrett, W. 
I. English, Barton Rees Pogue, C. G. Cook, E. E. 
Crabtree, Ross E. Hutsinpiller, John Rose, R. C. 
Richardson, J. T. Briggs, Basil Osborne, and Gary 
Browne. It was during the time when Rey. Pogue 
was pastor that the old church building burned 
and the new one was erected. Sunday School and 
Church services were held in the school house 
nearby. 


In 1927 Zion Church and Shiloh were placed 
on the Hartford City Circuit with Rey. Kenneth 
Maynard as pastor for three years. 


It was the desire of Zion Church to become 
a one point charge in 1931 and continued so until 
1950. The following pastors served the charge 
during this period: Reys. Kenneth. Maynard, H. 
M. Jones, G. L. Schanzlin, Wayne Mitchell and 
George Cochard. In 1950 Zion Church was _ placed 
on with the Gaston church, with Rev. Keith Han- 
ley as pastor. Rey. George Manley is the present 
pastor. 


Compiled and submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Broyles. 


Doctors — New Corner 


DR. WM. D. CLEMENS 


Among the great men of today and yesterday 
are the family doctors. When a loved one is ser- 
iously ill, how the tension is relieved when the 
man with the litle black satchel comes through 
the door. Today your doctor is as near you as your 
telephone (if he isn’t elsewhere). 


Pioneer days presented a different picture 
than today, when you needed a doctor. You had lo 
go on foot or ride horseback, over roads almost im- 
passable, and the doctor came by the same meth- 
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od, which meant hours of anxious waiting. Under 
these conditions the first doctor of New Corner 
began dispersing powders. Dr. Win. D. Clemens 
began practicing medicine in 1862 in Alexandria, 
Madison County and remained there four years. 
Then he came to New Corner and remained until 
death, July 18, 1889. He married Sarah Jones 
April, 1832. They were the parents of two children, 
William A. and Lydia J.’After the doctor’s death, 
Mrs. Clemens was a milliner in New Corner. While 
Mr. Clemens was studying medicine he was. en- 
gaged in the shoemaking business. Both he and 


Mrs. Clemens were members of the Methodist 
Church. 
DAVID O. MUNSEY 
David O. Munsey, popular physician and 


surgeon of New Corner, was a native of Russell 
County, Va. and dates his birth July 7, 1845. He 
taught school two years, and decided to enter the 
medical profession, and to prepare for this he 
began reading in the office of Dr. Kemper and he 
altended a course in the Ohio Medical College. 
He graduated in 1868. Fortified with a knowledge 
of the healing art, he began to practice in New 
Corner in 1870. Dr. Munsey was married Sepleim- 
ber 3, 1873 to Sarah Troul, daughter of Washing- 
ton and Camilla Trout. Two children were born 
lo this union, Gertrude and Bessie. Mrs. Munsey 
aied September 4, 1883 and on December 15, 1885 
Dr. Munsey married Kate McMahan of Madison Co. 
Dr. Munsey served six months in the Civil War. 
A member of Company B one hundred and thirly- 
fourth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, his duties were 
guarding the railroads. He was discharged Sep- 
tember, 1864. He passed away in Gaston. 


DR. WM. T. EASTES 


The medical profession plays one of the most 
conspicuous parts in the record of county, state 
and nation. When Dr. Wim. T. Eastes came to Gas- 
ton, the patrons far and near placed their faith on 
his ability. Ofttimes the presence of this sunny na- 
iured) physician accomplished about as much 
good as remedies. Dr. Eastes was born at Mt. Com- 
fort, Hancock County, Indiana, August 11, 1844. 
Dr. Eastes received his education in the public 
schools and the medical college at Indianapolis 
from which he received his degree March 3, 1881. 
He taught school six terms in Madison, Delaware 
and Blackford Counties. 


When he began to practice medicine he was 
located in Washington Township, near Cologn 
Postoffice in 1878 and in 1890 in New Corner, Ind. 
Then eight years in Muncie and returned to Gas- 
ton. August 23, 18638, he was united in marriage 
wilh Miss Sarah Zedekar of Sumunilville, Indiana. 
They were the parents of nine children, eght 
daughters and one son. Carrie Eastes Lesley spent 
her entire life in Washington Township and 
taught in several district schools also in’ New 
Corner. The only son, Arthur, was educated at 
Danville Normal and was a teacher in Delaware 
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DEPENDABLE LOW COST The Gaston Banking Co. 


SERVICE 
on MeCormick Farm Machines | PHONE 4-2 BH ON 
International Trucks 
Freezers and Refrigerators Do All Your Banking Under 


One Roof 
SEE US FOR 
REAL ESTATE LOANS 
AUTO LOANS 
Fertilizer and Application FARMER LOANS 
CHECKING ACCOUNTS 
SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 


Knotts & McKnight TRAVELERS CHEQUES 


COLLECTIONS 


Anhydrous Ammonia 


PHONE GASTON 19-3 BANK MONEY ORDERS 


1955 


THE SAME LOCATION OF THE 
SAYRE OIL COMPANY 


Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Sayre 


PHILLIPS 66 PRODUCTS 


FIRST BUSINESS HOUSE IN SNAGTOWN, 
AT CORNER OF MAIN AND ELM S'TREIOUS 
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County. He was assistant money order and stamp 
clerk in Muncie Postoffice and also secretary of 
the examining board of the Civil Service. Bessie 
Thorpe taught music in Gaston a number of 
years then moved to Muncie where she continued 
leaching. Aphia M. Shaw lived on a farm in Wash- 
ington ‘Township, also in Gaston and is now a 
resident of Hartford City. Of this family six of 
the daughters and a son, as well as the father, 
were leachers. 


Dr. Eastes died in Gaston. A great number of 
the people in Gaston and Washinglon and Harri- 
son ‘Township were escorted into the world by 
Dr. astes. 


DR. JAMES F. JULIAN 


Dr. James F. Julian, son of Amaziah and 
Mary Ruthledge Julian, was born August 28, 1858 
al Mt. Suminit, Indiana, Dr Julian attended the 
public schools of Henry County until he com- 
pleted common school. After this he entered the 
study of medicine attending the American Medi- 
cal College of St. Louis, Mo. He graduated in 1887. 
Dr. Julian was married to Clarissa Bartlett 
November 1, 1887. He practiced medicine a num- 
ber of years in Gaston and yicinily. Mr. and Mrs. 
Julian were the parents of four sons of which 
three are living. Verl of Muncie, Harry of Muske- 
von, Mich., and Merrell of Indianapolis. Drv ful- 
ian passed away May 3, 1929 at his home in 
Gaston. 


DR. W. H. DUNN 


Dr. W. H. Dunn was born in Dearborn 
County, Indiana, April 29, 1847. He graduated 
from the Ohio Medical College 1874. He married 
Verrell J. Ludlow then located in Petersburg, Ky. 
To this union were born two children, Carrie V. 
Dunn and Dr. Ferrell W. Dunn, who reside in 
Muncie. Dr. Dunn located in Gaston 1893 where 
he practiced medicine until his death. Dr. Dunn 
was a member of the M. E. Church, Masonic and 
Odd Fellows Lodge. 


DR. FERRELL DUNN 


Dr. Ferrell Dunn, son of Dr. W. H. Dunn, 
graduated from Indiana Medical. He practiced a 
few years in Indianapolis. Upon his father’s death 
he located in Gaston for several years, and after 
World War I be located in Muncie and continued 
his practice. In recent years he has been giving 
much attention to real estate. He married Lelah 
Kebtner of Muncie in 1938. Both Dr. and Mrs. 
Dunn are active in civic affairs. 


DR. GEORGE W. HUBER 


Dr. George Huber was born in New Corner, 
May 7, 1867. His parents being Frederick and 
Susan (Boyle) Huber. George Huber received an 
excellent educational training in his boyhood days 
attending grammar school and the Norma! of 
Muncie, later a student in the American Medical 
College at Cincinnati, Ohio in which he gradu- 


ated with the class of 1894, and with the class of 
1907 graduated from Eclectic Medical College al 
Indianapolis. March 2, 1890 he married Corinna 
May Barrett. Two children were born to Dr. and 
Mrs. Huber, Alfred W. and Beatrice B., (both liv- 
ing in Gaston). Mrs. Huber died December 9, 
1898. December 25, 1900 Dr. Huber married Nan- 
nie Thompson. He was a member of the State 
Millers Association. Since his boyhood days he 
held membership relations with the United Breth- 
ren Church, Dr. Huber died at his home in Guas- 
lon. 


DR. WALTER P. MITCHELL 


Dr. Mitchell began his practice of medicine 
in Gaston in 1899. He also was the surgeon for the 
Chicago, Cincinnali and Louisville Railroad. Dr. 
Mitchell was born in Henry County March 2, 1862. 
He received his training in the Danville Normal 
College and his medical training was begun in 
Rush Medical College of Chicago from which he 
graduated in 1886. In the same year of his gradu- 
ation he located in Madison Co. for the practice 
of his profession, bul later moved to Charlottes- 
ville, Indiana, and in 1888 pursued a post gradu- 
ate course in surgery in Cincinnati. 


In 1895 until 1899 he was engaged in general 
practice and railroad surgery in’ Wisconsin and 
1899 he came to Gaston. April 18, 1889 he married 
Carrie L. Smith of Hancock County. They had one 
daughter, Haleyon Margaret, who atlended Gaston 
School. The Mitchells were members of the Meth- 
odist) Church. 


DR. HOMER SHAW 


Dr. Homer Shaw, son of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Shaw of Washington Township, practiced medi- 
cine early in the twentieth century. He married 
Miss Bessie Higdon, daughter of Mr. and Henry 
Higdon of Washington ‘Township. 


While on a fishing trip with friends at Lake 
Tippecanoe he met his death by drowning. He left 
besides the widow one son, Fred, and a daughter, 
Rose. 


Mrs. Shaw Jater became 
Gaston Postoflice. 


Postmistress of the 


DR, LEE 


Dr. Lee practiced medicine in Gaston during 
World War I. 


DR. FRED R. LANGSDON 


The people of the community of Gaston de- 
sire to pay tribute to Dr. Fred R. Langsdon, who 
played an important part in the health and well 
being of our community for the past thirty odd 
years. 


Dr. Langsdon was born in Harrison Township 
in the old red brick house on the Langsdon farm 
which was settled by his grandparents, Martin 
and Hannah Langsdon, aboul 


1855. 


} 


Ww 2enls oft Alive fnew beer Wo Brady ait et lity hate 
ig upeihed-inobaly silsei) aio tistiatavig TUT 
ttre.) . ghar wi OAL & 


bitty 1b i wth oto Peebles aye P Atyruti pale 
<i pid). i sypiioet) frie SF mee tls .'radait 2odd 
2 sass) boite side, aK tote) af bal 
tat Vatiicme. tedoh 20 UG) Go  dinoeeti 8nat 
Sint wll de wel stoey sll .coesuion ! vitt 
ya! evil fae vad vid SUT, Lea mile 


dell teotin’s Hive eaeiielos Gites: Dhosdt 
Rei) ah anand eid figth until sti (adhd ot 
bao] 
. 
JFZANOTIM § ASTJ f a 
' spiothent I sity ; want put Phy ty 
ahd IT TG Tye ai a a] ' : : tind O41 
i bepiwoliserl ohiyy aacter i vee Shen i! int} 
PHL © aloe edad vunobl a > chat idi 
porn ‘Aklevindet sit its ft iw : ; 3 
i thet r winiikath 4 Pepin wil Venus otto 
41 her thar it aie) inet eve Ths! eu 
thats etl te vse it ¥ i tt bis 
i) sate | ‘] mn» St }/ ; ; iorky 
eshtomun) Gl | veer hed ; 
ia ivtity on tee ‘Ht. ni. hint el big 
: i | I J 
Bir'i*2qttags tr oy ; f l + ipvetar « : 
J fire f ates 4 VOLK : ’ t] 
1 ivi) x a lis nvoleowd Wye yt dine t 
jim tea ¥ ly » opie mine iti 
HOG) Toetitio) i oily Jong, aovote tt ow wait 
Noi/ iro, oto vidoe ofl ji goihae 
roa) Tesh 
WP. hm SH 
; mi ul ety. ,y ah nit 
Fe Lisy? Hd ste tM Aj idee tr i MG i2 mee ye Ys vr? 
euty afl. pucks ver fioitpovd art rea) gino Sttiy 
¥ bat bon Ate aclileush (dobgit sizgstl ach 
lifeave't dotgeideaN? to ushwil 
Ags. f abugisl duw wil cide goa tid W 
Sink vit ‘ ‘AL i “Vd inety eid Jot 4d sons. xq 
tottiguel o legs i Ndeeonte veohive off ashbieoil 
oat ra 
xi | ary itiesautl : rou ay witte 
TEES pt rhea ¥ 
agi .40 
yiriih rmybenad ny fii mut } AQ ag >] yd 


Capel bhai 


‘ 


vodeovA! os a 


OsA4 


yh meta} to winnie gad bh Sy Ooy att 

wiive olan Abort 4h ot statin? BY O4. etie 
fiove fab sith opt te They foabtigied ny tieyila 
bby a teat ay) 0) oe iiiediuive's fe Fo wisi 


eUyy 
Pre GP elie wit aed eer ee lyond:. £1 
elegant ad) ao orteedl Aaent | tot mid oat xo 


eR It edit betty: nti, gt Diliben ese a 


aad. Hired operat 
4! AN?” sil i a Dacaisasst 


7 ve 


Thi dteve th Ayaan; 


tlyrnté aihapsunrial 


| oo 
5% i ; | ree hae a 
tite bina sab rosin Yone 
lo einlsi99e ves Tet gotta 
eteestl opie? Livi <i he ‘ie 
le asdhann ¢ note deat 
fi Mle bate re Uri be pra s " here 
“ei Wt a) tit 6 no Dad wet. Ms 


& Want a bus a0hén) of aele “idenewe 
lo ¥fe Yiu eit TO Ys soothe a 
Sothink off ps T4Svr ak one ae fan = 
Pe ite 
iG : ine 
Wy adi levy he olen) al hoi pale) 
peat Perit sntdeedebege AF dig Wutnid i 
tat 35] orl) Ne} a i fyorves ad jierrve ts 


AfIUL 4 2aMAL a 

bie deisen& jo ton alli Ff este? dy 
APA ie heneb yt, ot) ase ee AHL » bots at  oule 
Ww ears tte ll peed Homie, te a, 
wes sf lle ¥ ju") f itt itt to cloodoe og ‘it 
od) fi { Hh) yaht hi favenele tz neni ob sole r 
iol wsors oft porliott ondsthen tery 
Tand oi f ett hi.” wit 216d 2% te 4» olf a 
Halsall gee i eet eee  eady csthoh y 
HG 6b botoninia hoailscig oFL FRAT Jf yodimayve c 
ciM of itt Litiiyay feces gesbaared) aye 0g 10 S 
. lo evade nA Te figpre au oe 

éul to “Vall omnuls to Bey abel seo 
Hab Gk .2ilog bee} Lolo totpee ten , dail , 
“i secon! eid “REL vind cuwe oa 


; WAU 4 AW BQ 


erodes oat. add) eave pee Oe AP 


PotHeyE e oht The Hirape aTbrbind Pio: 
sortie wht EVOL on as hotel wish eco in 
i el WUato ISN thi Tats aye) ssl wo PP 

* Spire ‘y ae west l: ed we Bae ip Ate inet ri 

ni” tas one 0G OF? Phsaat te eu 


orate EURT crojeed) erica roy a 
mina wa AM pode aia be nis) i Oust bai oT 
lets ai aenth.ebawuasler aM mht Ce “4s oom 


vad seoliod 


vi icy - agas9e9 wa 


nan tb IF lag A itt trutses ; 
i farts Abb 1 aapady tctticd dated TUE ce 
1 tax bi ‘ OMe | 4i he cay fing 
Pe tyne eye Tide Bovey mer fast ca 
vomseebsuad bring ioaalh 0 Tia) nod oh LE bh 


1) vie fit ead : "% be 1s) Irigy { aly vilonte 
iP OT “Bare hit oS y Sdatle ; aa ut erie Sa 
CHE ha At Fy ts rani te wy 


RAAUH We FOHOzS AO 
wav ai auctaes 3 
eb y 
O05 bsylases yoth bE aiyronid rere Pye putt 
“Pie booskvod aid ai illite pene 
e Terie of bus louse CO Ge ARE 

Pi dies wivieoink oft oi Taohante & 4 
“hoe, us tipiske ne nest viene pon 


Mabey s 58) itiad “pay 


betas 


Suppliers of asphaltic concrete and bituminous coated aggregates. 
We furnish and apply all types of bituminous materials 
and emulsified asphalt. 


Write or Call for Quotations 


“Economy of Quality” 


Muncie Paving, Inc. 
Phone 26695 Box 108 Muncie, Ind. 


J & K STONE 


PHONE MUNCIE 3-2682 


EATON STONE INC. 


EATON 3231 


ALL SIZES CRUSHED STONE 


AGRICULTURE LIMESTONE 


SERVICE AND QUALITY 


WE DELIVER 
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In 1903 his father and mother, John and 
Mattie (Norris), moved to Fairmount where his 
father became engaged in the furniture business. 
Prior to moving to Fairmount, Dr. Fred allended 
the Langsdon country school which was located 
on the farm where he was born, 


After graduating from the Fairmount High 
School, he obtained his medical doctor’s degree 
from Indiana University, School of Medicine. It 
was here he met and married Lillian Berlinbaugh 
of Cannelton, Indiana. 


Dr. Langsdon started practicing medicine in 
Gaston in 1924 in the building which was formerly 
occupied by Dr, Ferrell Dunn; this structure was 
destroyed by the fire of 1924. His next office was 
located in the first house north of the town hall. 
In 1925 he moved to his present location which 
was purchased from the Odd Fellows Lodge. ‘The 
building had been erected for a school house and 
later used as a lodge hall. After extensive remodel- 
ing and landscaping the property became one of 
the most altractive in Gaston. 


Some of the hobbies enjoyed by Dr. Fred 


are woodworking, fishing, and raising flowers. 


The Langsdons will also be remembered for 
the German Police dogs they raised which were 
among the first to be brought to Gaston. 


It is not known how many babies Dr. Fred 
has delivered but he has served four generations. 


For the past few winters Dr. and Mrs. Langs- 
don have spent their winters in California and 
Florida. 

The doctors and nurses of the Ball Memorial 
staff esteem il a privilege to be associated with 
Dr. Fred. He served as president of the Blackford- 
Delaware County Medical Society in 1928 and as 
chairman of the hospital staff in 1929-1930. 


Dr. Fred is a veleran of World War I, a mem- 
ber of the Gaston American Legion Post No. 387 
and is also afffiliated with the Matthews Lodge 
F. and A. M. No. 650, Gaston Odd Fellows Lodge 
and is a member of the Gaston Methodist Church, 


We can never express our gratitude for the 
countless hours both day and night which were 
spent by him caring for the sick in our commu- 
nily. 

DR. LELAND F. DOWNARD 


Dr. Leland F. Downard was born at Liberty, 


Indiana, the son of Lawrenee C. Downard and 
Margurete Barnhart Downard. He received his 


schooling at Short High School, Indiana Univer- 
sily, Bloomington, and Indiana School of Medi- 


cine, Indianapolis. 

In World War IL Dr. Downard served with 
Occupation Forces in the Pacific Theatre. He was 
wed to Jeanne Lowell at Kokomo by the Kev. 
Jesse Fox. They have two little daughters. 


In 1947 when the population began to grow, 
Gaston and communily was in need of the second 
doctor. Il was at this time Dr. Downard came to 
Gaston. At the present time he is ad:ministering 
his services to the cilizens of our town and com- 
unily. 


Back “‘Phrough ‘The Years,”"it is hear-say 
there were five doctors in Gaston at the same 
iime and they received twenty-five cents for cach 
office call. il was at this linre they were using 
horse and buggy to make their calls and each 
Livery Barn sported the following sign, 


“Whip light, Drive Slow 
Cash down or No Go.” 


Wars 


Our participation in the wars dates back to 
The Civil War up to and including the Korean 
conflict. Over 500 men and women from Gaston 
and surrounding community of Washington and 
Harrison ‘wp. contributed their services lo the 
armed forces in World War Il. Over 200 contrib- 
uted services in World War I. We have been well 
represented in all wars and Gaston is proud of 
her soldiers. If we could write properly about each 
man or wominn in serviee, we could fill a book 
and our space is not allowed. History books con- 
lain a comptete story of the many men and women 
who served, battles fought and can so better tell 
of the wars. In the various battles many were 
wounded, imprisoned and some never returned 
at all. May we give them our highest praise. 


Telephone 


The telephone was born in America and has 
reached its highest development in this country. 
Since that day in 1876 when Alexander Graham 
Bell first talked successfully over his’ primitive 
telephone, there has grown a nation wide system 
of voice highways that today links together more 
than forty-four million telephones. Nine out of 
len telephone calls handled by these home town 
folks are local calls, the tenth call may go across 
the continent or across the ocean, but where ever 
the calls go, they are sped on their way by means 
of an intricate yel marvelously ordered world of 
wires, cables, swileh boards, and dial apparatus. 
Above all are the people working as a team to 
render public service. The Gaston Telephone Com- 
pany was and is a connection in this great nel- 
work of wires and cables. 

The Gaston Home Telephone was organized 
in 1908 by a group of the following men who sery- 
ed also as directors and officers: Mark Powers, 
St. John Lambert, Allen Oxley, M. M. Guinnup, 
W. L. Milhollin, ©. W. Rector and Merl Chene- 
warth. The plant was buill new by Ora Kendall of: 
Portland, Indiana. The first man in charge of 
said exchange was Waller Brown. The second man 
in aclive charge was W. B. Sharp. 
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ARMSTRONG SHOE HOOVER - NEEDLER 
SERVICE FURNITURE CO. 
U. S. KEDS — BROOKFIELD SHOES 


WE FURNISH HOMES CORRECTLY 


CEDAR-CREST WORK SHOES 


HARTFORD CITY 


WORK CLOTHES SHOE-REPAIR INDIANA 


THE GASTON NEWS | SHAW DRY GOODS 


WOMEN’S DRESSES — SPORTSWEAR 
BERKSHIRE HOSE 
MEN’S AND BOYS’ SPORT SHIRTS 
WORK CLOTHES — UNDERWEAR 


ELSIE LEE PHONE 107 A COMPLETE LINE OF CHILDREN’S WEAR 
INFANTS’ WEAR TO AGE 12 


“WE OPERATE OUR COMPLETE 
COMMERCIAL PRINTING PLANT 
IN GASTON, INDIANA” 


The Only Democratic Newspaper in 


Delaware County PHONE GASTON 29-5 


SUMMITVILLE FARM | wccoRDS FROZEN 
EQUIPMENT FOOD CENTER 


FORD TRACTORS AND EQUIPMENT 
GASTON INDIANA 
Summitville, Ind. 


Phone 148 PHONE 73 


FIRE and AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 


SERVICE LUMBER CO. 


Gaston Insurance 


Agency The Most Complete Stock in This Area 
Paul Powers and Harold Powers Hardware — Paint — Farm Supplies 
REAL ESTATE and FARM LOANS YOUR BUSINESS APPRECIATED 


PHONE 79-3 GASTON, INDIANA SMMITVILLE, IND. PHONE 33 
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In 1915 C. F. Gronendyke purchased an in- 
lerest in the company and assumed active manage- 
ment. He served as a director of said company 
for twenty-nine years. 


In 1916 at a directors meeting, the advisory 
board decided to sell the old grey horse and ding 
wagon, and replace it wilh an automotive vehicle. 
So they purchased a 490 Chevrolet roadster for 
four hundred and ninely dollars; F. ©. 3. Elint, 
Michigan. 


In 1948 when Mr. Gronendyke retired, he sold 
his interest lo W. 
company for ten years. Mr. Thomas sold his in- 
terest to Indiana Bell Telephone Company, who 
al this time is building a complete new up-to-date 
automatic dial system. 


Prior to the Gaston Home Telephone Com- 
pany entering the Gaston territory, there were 
two companies in the community operating, name- 
ly The Central Union Telephone Co. and The Broy- 
les Telephone Co. All three systems were operating 
at the same time serving approximately three 
hundred and fifly stations. Then the merchants 
had to have two or three telephones to reach the 
trade. 


A few years after the Gaston Home. Tele- 
phone Co. entered the field a consolidation was 
brought about whereby only one system was nec- 
essary, hence now only one telephone. Indiana 
Bell is necessary to reach any one, anywhere in 
the good old U. S. A. At present there are over 
six hundred stations on the Gaston system. 


The Gaston Banking Company 
As Gaston became a central trading post, with 
a railroad and a new canning factory, the need of 
a bank was realized. 
In 1902. a group of men, including Frank 
Bryan, Merl Chenoweth, Hardin Rhoades, Benj. F. 


Beuoy, George N. Shaw, Mark Powers, Thomas 
McCreery, Charles ‘T. Beuoy, Samuel Milhollin, 


P. E. Goodrich, Fletcher Hyer, Henry Hyer and 
Frank Langsdon organized a private bank, with 
a capital stock of $10,000. The stock was sold at 


$50 per share. Each certificate bore the marking 
“This is a private bank.” The officers were Mark 
Powers, president, Merl Chenoweth, cashier and 
2aul Powers, ass’t. cashier. James Clawson was 
the bookkeeper in 1910. Lula Brimball Ramsey 


started work in 1918. She being the first: lady 
employee. 

In 1909 the bank was made a state bank. The 
charters were for 20 years. A second charter was 
granted in 1929 and then in August of 1949 a per- 
manent charter was granted, 

After Mr. 
ers was 


Chenoweth’s resignation, Paul Pow- 


made cashier. 
Charles Beuoy was made 1918 
and held the office until 1934. 


president in 


W. Thomas who managed said _ 


FE. W. Leach was cashier in 1918 and held 
the office until Dec. 1922. 


Margaret E. Boyle commenced work on Jan. 
1919. Loretta Brown came in on Aug. 1, 1920. 
On January 1, 1926, Margaret E. 
made cashier and Loretta G. 


Boyle was 
Brown ass’t cashier 


The first posting machine was purchased in 
1913. The second in 1923, They now have had the 
fourth electric posting machine. Also, now have 
two electric adding machines. They are now us- 
ing the first adding machine the bank owned. It is 
aboul 50 years old. 


In September 1929 the bank was held up by 
a lone bandit, Gene Alger, getting approximately 
$650.00. Loretta and Margaret were alone at the 
time, which was a few minutes to four o’clock, 
closing lime. Loretta went with the County Sheriff 
to North Vernon, Indiana to identify the robber. 


In March of 1933 President Franklin D. Roose- 
velt declared a bank holiday; therefore, banks 
in the nation were closed. On March 15, 1933 the 
bank received a telegram from the State B: inking 
Department stating ‘they were to open for busi- 
ness as usual as a Class A bank. 


Cia? 
1934 to 


Gronendyke served as president from 
Jan, 1951. The bank was purchased by 


a group of men from Grant County, who now 
operate the bank with Arthur L. Hodson, presi- 


dent and Wayne Roe, cashier. Their first’ presi- 
dent was Dorris Reynolds who passed away Au- 
gust 1954. He was succeeded by Pear! Hodson who 
served until his death in October of 1954. He was 
succeeded by his son Arthur L. Hodson. 


The directors together with Mr. Hodson and 
Mr. Roe are Ralph Marcuccilli, Thomas Mareuccil- 
li, Robert Wright and S. G. Wright. 


Through The Years 


FIRST HOTEL 


Years ago when New Corner became a trading 
center, there was need for an inn for the drum- 
mers and trades people to have a place for a 
night or more lodging. A pioneer family by the 
name of Brady buill a ‘Jarge frame two story build- 
ing. The main floor had an office and lobby en- 
trance, large kilehen and dining area, with sleep- 
ing rooms above. The location of this structure 
was about one-half block north of Elm on Syea- 
more Street. 


The second owner was Lydia Welmouth. 
Then about 1892, Jefferson Chillon operated the 
hotel. Mr. Chillon was a meat dealer and built a 
small room oul front for a meat shop. 


The next family to operate the hotel was Mr. 
and Mrs. Ira Swauger. During Mr. Swauger’s 
youth, 
Rowlett boot shop, He was barber 


he learned to male boata: and shoes in the 
for many years. 
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Congratulations and Best Wishes 


ADAM H. BARTEL COMPANY 


RICHMOND, INDIANA 


WHOLESALE ONLY 


DRY GOODS ... NOTIONS . . . HOSIERY 
UNDERWEAR ... FLOOR COVERINGS .. . ETC. 


MANUFACTURERS OF “PERFECTION” WORK CLOTHING 


LAWSON MOTOR 
SALES Compliments 


Vous VROLLY of 


SALES and SERVICE . 
J. F. Kimmel 


Body and Fender Repair 
Mortuary 
Painting 


Wrecker Service 


See Our Used Cars | Gaston Indiana 


GASTON PHONE 90 
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Henry and Mary Jane Paxton bought the ho- 
tel and operated it longer than previous owners. 
Mr. Paxton died. Later the widow married Will- 
iam Garrard and they continued operations until 
Mrs. Garrard’s health failed. Nova Brown was 
the last lo operate the old hotel during 1915. 


Finally the structure was razed, and the us- 
able material was used in the construction of a 
new house for Mr. and Mrs. Id Morrison north of 
Gaston. 

W. F. McInturf goes on record as the first 
postmaster for New Corner. 


In 1885 New Corner was a trading center with 
the principal activities in the hands of the fol- 
lowing: W. R. Bryan and Frank Woodring Gener- 
al Stores; Frank Miller and Co. Store; D. E. Row- 
lett Shoe Store; J. W. Hannon, postmaster; Rea- 
son and Knight Drugs; Case and Co. Tile Factory; 
Clemens and Munsey, Physicians: two saw inills 
and a grist mill. 

In 1888 Jap. George’s livery stable caught fire 
from a gas torch which was too close to the hay- 
mow and destroyed a blacksmith shop and Alex 
Jones and Son General Store. The brick building 
was rebuill and is still standing being used as a 
general store for forly years by Frank Blakely. The 
upper room was used as a school room for 
many years. Dr. Julian had his office there also. 
In late years it was occupied by Edwin Sayre’s 
Garage and Gas Station. 

In 1890 Warren Jones was postmaster. Press 
Brimhall brought the mail from Muncie to the 
local post office. 

George Nelson ran a hack to Muncie for pas- 
sengers and groceries. 

In 1892 Thompson Sharp was elected for 
the second time as County Commissioner. ‘The 
Sharp families have been prominent citizens of 
Washington Township. 

An old church booklet printed some time 
belween 1892 and 1895 was submitted by Nina 
Blakely to our History Committee. Local preachers 
at this time were: Rev. J. McKinley, Rev. A. H. 
Miller, and Rey. 'T. W. Petty. Advertisement ap- 
pearing in the blooklet proved interesting as fol- 
lows: D. E. Rowlett & Son, dealers in’ Harness 
and Harness Findings; James F. Julian, physician 
and accoucheur; Vinson Gilliland, Restaurant & 
Meat Markel; W. B. Holsclaw, Livery and Feed 
Barn; Pence and Brady, Horse Shoecing A Special- 
ly; R. J. Bryan & Bro., Dry Goods, Groceries, Hats, 
Boots, Shoes & Crockery; Jeff Chilton, Meat Mar- 
ket; Trout & Miller, Breeders of S.C.B. Leghorns; 
J.D. Munsey, Unele Sam’s Cough Syrup; William 
Clemens, Contractor & Builder; Ff. D. Brown, drug- 
vist; K. C. Maynard, Gaston City Cafe; Frank 
Blakely, Dry Goods, Shoes, Groceries, ete.; Skid 
Munsey, Best & Largest Store In ‘Town; Brown, 
Contractor & Builder; Washington Maynard, <Al- 
lorney At Law; Clemens & Miller, “The Style” 
Millinery, Imported and Domestic; and from 


One —— 


Rowlett & McKinley General Store the following 
poem appeared: 


THE LEADERS 


In Gaston City there doth dwell, 
Two merchant boys you all know well; 
The one is lean, the other fat, 
And the prices they give will make you bat. 


If a new dress you want in prints or percale, 
Or a new muslin gown, the finest on sale; 
Take your produce in to Ed and Wes, 
And they’ll fit you out in the neatest and best. 


Or if a handkerchief in linen or lace, 

Or a new pair of hose or a veil for the face; 
Just call on the boys who lead the van, 

In anything you want from a pin to a fan. 


The Tappan Shoe for lady and miss, 

And the Telephone Boot for mother and sis; 
Are sure to please for they fit so neat, 

You’re proud to be seen at church or on street. 


Their stock of hats in straw and wool, 
Their shelves and boxes are all full; 
Of ‘staple groceries and candies fine, 
They keep a full and handsome line. 


Visit our town and the dedication 
Of the finest church in the nation; 

Come prepared to give a donation, ; 
And help the choir sing Old Coronation. 


1893, November 28rd, Samuel McCreery died 
at his home near Gaston at the age of 92. Mr. Me- 
Creery came to New Corner in 1838 with Phillip 
Woodring, Ezra Maynard, and Nathan Maynard. 


1894, Corner Stone laid for the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. A. E. Sarah was the pastor. 

The name of New Corner was changed to 
Gaston. 


1897, ©. W. MelIntosh and Son established 
the first weekly newspaper, the Gaston Gazette. 


1899, the Glass Factory came to Gaston. 


1900, September 4th, Washington Township 
and Gaston voted $15,000) subsidies for the 
C.R.&M. Railroad. 

1901 was the arrival of the first train in Gas- 
ton, C.R.KM. engine 100, two flats and a box car 
at Gaston Depot. 

1901, October 15th Rural Free Delivery was 
sent from the Gaston Post Office. Do you remeim- 
ber how you looked and waited for the old storm 
buggy and horse to bring a letter which very 
seldom came? There were three roules out of 
Gaston driven by Loyd McCreery, Lawrence Ox- 
ley and Orville Shaw. Then there was a consolida- 
lion with Muncie routes, then iwo carriers de- 
livered the mail out of Gaston, routes one and 
two. Those carrying the wail during horse and 
buggy days to the present automotive delivery 
were: Loyd MeCreery, Lawrence Oxley, Orville 
Shaw, Ray Lambert, Hamlet Shipley, Carl Hedge- 
land, W. A. Vannatter, Harry Murphy, Oren Lam- 
bert and Eugene Thurston, Frank Brown was 
postmaster al the time of the R.F.D. and the post 
office was in the building where the Shaw Dry 
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Goods Store is now located. Prior to this location 
the post office was in Frank Armstrong’s present 
day building. 

1902, May 15th, the Gaston Bank organized, 
also the Gaston Canning Co, began operation. 

1904, February 21tst, the Gaston Methodist 
Church was dedicated. 

1904, October 25th, an election was held in 
Gaston to decide whether or not Gaston was to 
become incorporated, By a vole of 103 to 73 the 
majority of residents of Gaston voted for incorpo- 
ration. Sidewalks were added to Eli’ Street busi- 
ness block about this time. 

1908, the Gaston Home ‘Telephone Co. was 
organized. 

1917, out of the darkness into light when 
Gaston first obtained electricity. All homes and 
business houses were lighted by oil burning 
lamps or gasoline plants, then came the Indiana 
General Service from Marion supplying eleclricily 
for homes and slores. 

Clarence and P. C. Harris were the electri- 
cians and many homes were wired before’ the 
line came through the county, The first business 
building Wired was the Gaston Hardware Co. 

Then around 1935 and 1986 Rural Electrifi- 
cation came to our county, then the farm_homes 
and county churches came out of the darkness 
into light. The power was sufficient for motors, 
stoves, waler heaters, pumps ete. Today it would 
be hard to itemize the jobs the little watts 
can do, éven to the extent of bringing pictures 
and voices across the world into our living rooms. 
We now have four power lines to bring electricily 
into Gaston via sub line, Marion, Anderson and 
Muncie. 

1926, the New City Hall costing $3,000 was 
added to the Lown properties. This building houses 
the fire truek which was) purchased in 1946 
through the efforts of the Gaston town board, 
citizens of Gaston, Washinglon and Harrison 
townships Farm Bureau organizations. 

1927, J. B. Fornwald was postmaster. We 
find the Shaw Hardware; G. L. Patterson Hard- 
ware; C. A. Wilson; Paul Tudor, Frank Blakely 
General Store operators; Scott Kelly, druggist; 
Zora Cox, Grocery; W. A. Vannatlter, Cozy ‘Thea- 
tre; J. F. Kimmel, undertaker; as the principal 
business concerns. 

1935, a gas well was being drilled lo a great 
depth and without striking gas a large vein of 
water was discovered so the casing was pulled 
to the water line and through the lown board the 
well was purchased from Charles: Myers, A. large 
tower and tank was buill and pump installed to 
supply the people of Gaston, During 19386 — pipes 
were laid and Gaston folks had cily water. The 
power capacily of this well was tested and it runs 
two hundred and twenty-five gallons per minute. 

We have come a long way wilh many changes 
all through the years. If our book lasts unlit 2005 
remember, we the committees did not dress like 
our pictures in the book. “We are reliving 1859.” 


Cemeteries 
OLIVE BRANCH 
“I will come again and receive you unto 
myself.” 
The Olive Branch Cemetery was the first 


cemetery in Washington Township, located at the 
north center of section. 11 near the Grant County 
line. Il consisted of one acre of land donated by 
Win. Heal, pioneer of 1836 and named Olive 
Braneh for his wife, Olive. The first person buried 
in this cemetery was John Watson who died in 
1837. The original plot. was one acre, Later more 
acreage was added. This is the burial ground for 
the Milhollin families. Also the Beouy families 
and many other pioneers. 


ELIZABETHTOWN 


The setting for this cemetery is very pictur- 
esque. Sitting on a high bluff over looking the Mis- 
sissinewa. The drive past this lovely spot is a 
favorite for motorists. Evergreens dot the old 
burial grounds where tall ancient markers mingle 
with modern markers that mark the last resting 
places of the Dunn’s, Wilson’s and Polsley. The 
cemetery is all that remains of the town that had 
aspirations of becoming a county seat, The first 
burial on this plot was Elizabeth Wilson in 1839. 


WHEELING CEMETERY 


Wheeling Cemetery is located west of Whee- 
ling. The small original plot lies along Highway 
35. The markers indicate the last resting place 
of pioneer families and descendants, 


THOMPSON CEMETERY 


The Thompson Cemetery is located one and 
one half miles west of Gaston, then one half mile 
south at the end of the lane. This cemetery is one 
of the best kept rural cemeteries in Delaware 
County. The landscape is beautiful and several 
large trees scattered around the original plot 
makes one think “Sentinel’s on duty.” 

This portion of the lownship was pioneered 
by Levi Miller and David ‘Thompson families, ad- 
joining farms. March 19, 1838 death came into the 
Miller home, claiming the infant, William Jasper 
Miller, As there was no burial ground in the com- 
munity, the litthe body was laid to rest on the 
farm near the dividing line, bul it was discovered 
the child had been on the ‘Thompson land. Later 
death entered the Thompson home and infant, 
George Thompson, was laid to rest near William 
Miller. Mr. Thompson agreed to set aside a road 
one half mile south to the original graves, and 
they gave one half acre each as a public burial 
vround, a tribute to the memory of their children. 
October 3, 1872, Levi Miller, age 70 years, Febru- 
ary 3, 1879, Ruhama Miller, age 68, were laid to 
rest. on their farm, 

David and Malinda Thompson passed. their 
farm on to their son-in-law, Washington Maynard, 

(Continued on page 38) 
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1901 — First Train Celebration 


The First Train 
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Sunday — June 5th — Old S! — Children’s Day 


9:30 A.M.-11:30 A.M. Hi Foot Races, Contests, Greased Pig Contest, Etc. 
12:00-2:30 P.M. H Pet Parade 
9:30 P.M. ol Children Carnival Rides—(half price) 
Band Concert 
Children’s (under 18) Talent Contest and Special Show of Kentucky 
Jr. Brier Hoppers 
Monday — June 6th Exhibits and Activities for Public 
10:00 A.M. : O] 
6:00 P.M. Ju 
7:00 P.M.-8:30 P.M. Bi 
8:30 P.M. ie Band Concert 


Pie Eating Contest for Brothers of the Brush 
Ey Adult Talent Contest 
Exhibits and Activities for Public 


Tuesday — June 7th 


acov PM. Li 
5:00 P.M. Be Kangaroo Court—Brothers of the Brush 
7:00 P.M.-8:30 P.M. Bp, ‘Band Concert 
8:30 P.M. Cd Crowning of Beauty Queen 
2 2nd Showing of Historical Pageant, Narrated by Margaret Schlenker 


and Charles Childs 
*xhibits and Activities for Public 


Wy 


tf of Prize for 


— 


1855 wa GASTON CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 1955 


June 5th to 11th, 1955 


ictal Program 


Sunday — June 5th — Old Settler's Day | | Wednesday — June 8th — Children’s Day 
9:30 A.M.-11:30 A.M. HO Mier online Services hasty and Community Churches 9:00 A.M.-12:00 A.M. Foot Races, Contests, Greased Pig Contest, Ete. 
12:00-2 230 P.M. ions Club Park 1:30 P.M. Pet Parade 
2:30 P.M. Old Settler’s Heidioas Service—Speaker: Dr. James DeWeerd from 1:00 P.M.-4:00 P.M. Children Carnival Rides—(half price) 
Cadle Tabernacle 7:00 P.M.-8:30 P.M. Band Concert hobs 
OT aOw lM. Children’s (under 18) Talent Contest and Special Show of Kentucky 

. Jr. Brier Hoppers 
Monday — June 6th Exhibits and Activities for Public 
a ei > Old Fashioned Horse Pulling Contest 
4:00 P.M. Judging of Fancy Work Display ro 
7:00 P.M.-8:30 P.M. Band Concert: : Thursday — June 9th 
8:30 P.M. Ist Showing of Historical Pageant, Narrated by Margaret Schlenker 7:00 P.M.-8:00 P.M. Band Concert } 

and Charles Childs - 8300 P.M.-8:30 P.M. Pie ating Contest for Brothers of the Brush 
Exhibits and Carnival Activities for Public ; Adult Talent Contest 


Exhibits and Activities for Public 


Tuesday — June 7th 


eee Friday — June 10th 
2:30 P.M.” Ladies Baking Contest and Cake Sale 


5:00 P.M. Bonnet Club Kangaroo Court 9:00 P.M. Kangaroo Court—Brothers of the Brush 
7:00 P.M.-8:30 P.M. Band Concert | 7:00 caer as P.M. Band Concert 
8:30 P.M. Costume and Bonnet Club Judging : 8:00 P.M. Crowning of Beauty Queen 


ce ap ah 4M} 2nd Showing of Historical Pageant, Narrated by Margaret Schlenker 
and Charles Childs 
Exhibits and Activities for Public 


Exhibits and Activities for Public 


Saturday — June 11th 


9:00 A. M.-2:00 P.M. Musket and Rifle Shoot 

3:00 P.M. Centennial Parade 

7:30 P.M. Brothers of the Brush Judging (All four divisions) 

8:30 P.M. Snag Town Hoe Down and ‘Square Dance and Awarding of Prize for 


“Genteilal Queen 
Exhibits and Aclivities for Public 


FREE SHOWS — GASTON THEATRE 
June 7th, 8th and 9th 
1:30 P.M. and 9:00 P.M. 


PICTURES — PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
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TOP (left to right): 1911 mail carriers; 
1889 Gaston School. 


MIDDLE: 1890 Blakely Store; first show. 


LEFT: 1913 Flood Relief Team 
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Cemeteries 
(Continued from page 32) 


un attorney. He formed a cemetery association, 
stating it was to be used as burial ground forever 
and ever and that it must at all times be fenced 
hog tight and bull strong. The Department. of 
State approved this site as the Thompson Ceme- 
lery, July 26, 1896. Oclober of the the same year, 
Adam Miller deeded the Miller land to the Associa- 
lion. 1905 Washington Maynard deeded 4 acres 
more on the north, corresponding avith the bound- 
aries of first deed to the association, 

On September 10, 1904 and November 12, 
1908, Malinda, age 88 and David Thompson, age 
91, passed away and were buried near the original 
graves. 


ZION CEMETERY 


Zion Cemetery is located three miles west and 
three miles north of Gaston, connected with the 
Zion Methodist Church. The Anderson Broyles 
descendants fill the largest number of graves. 


HINTON CEMETERY 


This beautiful litthe burial ground on a knoll 
in the corner of a wooded area, has been called 
the Hinton, Walnut Grove and Bryan located two 
miles east and one fourth mile south by lane of 
Gaston. The Bryans, ‘Templins and Driscolls are 
laid to rest here. 

PRAIRIE GROVE CEMETERY 

Prairie Grove Cemetery is located three and 
one half miles north west of Gaston. It is in con- 
nection with the Prairie Grove Church. The ceme- 
tery was placed on a high spot but the surround- 
ing land was a swamp and great growth of Yoker 
brush almost to the church. Records show that the 
ground was deeded to the trustees of the church 
1896, but church services were as early as 1859. 
Additional land deeded to the cemetery and 
church has the required stipulations that the 
hitching rack north of the church be kept in 
good repair forever. Pioneer descendants of the 
Janneys and Sweanys are resting at Prairie Grove. 

In our coyerage of history “Through the 
Years” we pay homage to our honored dead 
throughout Washinglon and Harrison townships. 

Also in our research for the Centennial Cele- 
bration we realize each of us is a small piece of 
the pattern that fits into the great picture of life. 


Wheeling In A Nutshell! 


Wheeling vicinity has the distinction of being 
in the vicinity where the first’ land purchase 
was made in Washington Township. Wheeling like 
Gaston has had ils boom days. The first’ brick 
building for school purposes was in 1871) two 
story two room building. The upper story was 
the home of ‘Wheeling Lodge No. 425 LOOK. The 
second school building was abandoned when 


Wheeling was consolidated with Gaston School. 
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The Methodist Church was built in 1871. It 
was badly damaged by the storm that’ struck 


Wheeling in 1922 but was repaired and. still 
used for religious purposes. 
FIRST HOTEL 

The first hotel was buili in 1848 and was 

operated by J. P. Williams for Inany years and 


afterwards by the Phillip Keller family. With 
the advent of natural gas, James Slater Rigdon 
plotted 80 lots on the south side of Wheeling, 
known today as Rigdons First addition on lot 15 
adjacent to U.S. 35. A hotel and livery barn were 
operated by Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Rigdon. 


RAILROAD 


About 1900 the C. I. & M. Railroad was built 
from Muneie to Converse via Stockport, Anthony, 
Wheeling, Matthews, Fairmount, Swayzee and 
Converse, Seven passenger trains ran daily for 
many years. The road was sold to the Pennsyl- 
vania System and still operates freight trains be- 
tween Muncie and Matthews. 

Saw mills played an important part in 
Washington ‘Township history. The beautiful 
timbers were standing to be cut and sawed. The 
houses were to be built, In saw mill days they 
were operated by Henry Trout, Isaac Rowe, 
Charles Coton, and Wim. Ginn. 

C. 1, & M. Railroad and natural gas increased 
the population to more than 1,000, lots) were 
sold. The Mississinewa Window Glass and Con- 
linental Bolltle house, a brick yard and lumber 
co,, a saloon, blacksmith shop, grocery store were 
located along the R. R. south of the depot. 

In the old town of Wheeling were four more 
saloons, a quarl shop, grocery store and post of- 


fice, operated by Miles Lafayette Hoover for 
over filly years, 
There was a flax mill owned by James 


Boyce. John Frey made wagons and they were 
ironed by James S. Rigdon. We also have on 
record a tailoring establishment, saddle and 
harness shop, cabinet shop, drug store and bar- 
ber shop. 

The Raven Black Faclory was located on 
the KE. Nixon farm east of Wheeling. This factory 
ran day and night and mechanized to the point 
where it required only two men to operate on 
twelve hour shifts. The lamp black which is 
used in making printers ink was shipped from 
alton. 


WHEELING BLACKSMITHS 


Blacksmiths through the years when_ this 
town was growing were Wm. Dillon, James 
Rigdon, John Maddox, Earl Randolph, James 


Fritz, Simeon Richardson, Joseph Crouch, and 
Peter Shaffer. 

The doctors serving Wheeling and vicinity 
were Dr. Rutter, Dr. Davis, Dr. Anderson, Dr. 
Estes, and Dr. John R. Tuttle. 

Our thanks to Eli Rigdon for the history 
of Wheeling who signs his name “Ivanhoe.” 
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EARLY HISTORY OF HARRISON TOWNSHIP 


Harrison ‘Township is the largest of the civil 
townships Delaware County, being six by 
seven miles in extent. It is all in congressional 
township 21 and all except the west tier of sec- 


in 


lions in range 9 east. 
The soil of the township as a whole consists 
of a clay with an admixture of sand. 


The creeks running trough the township are 
Big Kill Buck entering near the northeast corner 
and passing oul near the southwest corner. Jakes 
Creek enters the east end of the township and 
runs almost directly west and empties into Kill 
Buck in section 29. 


This. township had its heavy growth of 
limbers of the varielies common to the latitude. 


As Harrison Township does not have a 
town the mingling and friendships between the 
two townships (Washington and Harrison) are 
more Closely united. The householders trading 
with the Gaston stores, the farmers patronizing 
the two Gaston elevators, and the youth enjoy- 
ing the Gaston show and skating rink. 


Early Settlement of Harrison Township 


Hatrison Township was handicapped by its 
large area of swamp land so got off with a bad 
start. When public lands here were opened for 
entry and settlement, all lands were to be sold 
for cash only at $1.25 an acre because of earlier 
tragedies of blasted ambitions when speculators 
took advantage of many who bargained for more 
land than it was possible to pay for at govern- 
ment price of $2.00 an acre. 


The first enlry was made by Isaac Adam- 
son in 1882 bul he died not long afterward from 
injuries sustained in helping a neighbor raise 
his house. Oliver P. Jones entered a tract of land 


in the fall of 1882 and the next year Mahlon 
Crampton, who dug the first ditch in Harrison 
Township and Archibald) Parker entered land 


in the township. Both men were veterans of the 
war of 1812. Mr. Parker began to clear a farm, 


which was aflerward owned by William Lee. 
Mr. Parker was a man of strong character and 
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ever behind his neighbors in matters of im- 
provement. He presented a petition for the or- 
ganization of a new township which he gave the 
name “Harrison” in honor of his old commander 
the “Hero of Tippecanoe” William Henry Har- 
rison, 


Carvender Connor and William Patton, who 
were two of the first justices of peace in the coun- 
ly, entered land in. 1833 and located on adjoin- 


ing farms. 


SetUlement of the township was very slow. 
Then in 1837 Enoch Garner, another veteran of 
1812, came and _ settled the western edge 
of the township in what came to be known as 
Chapel nearest 


on 


the 
neighbors were Charles Stout who lived 
miles southeast; Samuel Brady, who lived three 
miles north and Job Garner who lived three miles 
east. 


Kings neighborhood. Their 


two 


It is said the first school in the township 
was conducted in ‘abin on the Job Garner 
place. This cabin was an early social center and 
the first formal religious services were held here. 
It was at this center Jacob W. Miller put up 
brick building and started the first store in the 
selllement. He also served as postmaster until 
he sold out William 
lished himself at Bethel which then became the 
post office. This was in the early 1850's. 


a 


a 


Lo Moore who had estab- 


The first mill was a corn cracker (hand 
powered) put up by Charles Stout for the con- 
venience of his neighbors but not long afterwards 
Samuel McCune put up a horse powered mill. 
In the fall of 1842 Joshua Howell erected a water 
mill Kill Buck Bethel and 
the same year Jesse Stout sel up a distillery on 
his place along the creek. Mr. Stout was a local 
preacher and between his labor in his distillery 
he would preach and exhort with great power 
and force, 


on Creek south of 


It is also told that the demand for the dis- 
tillery product was so great that the patrons 
bought it red hot from the still and cooled it in 
tin.cups in the neighborhood creek. Stout was 
elecled one of the first Justices of Peace in the 
township. 


(Continued on page 44) 
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GASTON CENTENNIAL PAGEANT 


MEMORIES THROUGH THE YEARS 


Beautiful thoughts which now pass before us like shadows will 
stay tn our presence forever. 


Episode I 


The first cabin in the township was located 
about a mile north of Wheeling and owned by 
William Heal. In the town of Gaston, the first 
cabin was erected by Lem Shaw. After a few 
cabins had been built, one man started the fire 
lease. This was an arrangement whereby the 
settlers could purchase hol coals to keep their 
fires going. 


Episode II 


The first kind of religious services was brought 
lo this area by means. of a circuit rider. The peo- 
ple congregated in one cabin to hear the sermon 
of the traveling preacher, 


Episode III 


Formal education had its start in a room of 
one of the cabins in the township. Following this, 
the one-room schoolhouses began to appear. One 
teacher had the job of teaching cight grades 
the rudiments of learning. 


Episode IV 


In 1861, the North and South split over their 
differences on the slavery question, several men 
joined the Army to do their part in preserving 
the Union. This was the first major event to 
alfect the town. 


Episode V 


The gas boom came to this community in the 
late 1890's. Nearly every farm had its gas well, 
and they remained a familiar sight in the country- 
side for over ten years. 


Episode VI 


In 1898, the United States went to war with 
Spain. Once again, some of the residents felt it 
their duly to join in the fighting. 


Episode VII 


The railroad roared into town in 1901. To com- 
memorate the event, a picnic was held, and 


42 


people gathered from miles around. The railroad 
officially named the C. R. & M., soon became 
known as the “Crooked, Rough, and Muddy.” 


Episode VIII 


Many people will remember the Chautauqua, 
which was held around 1910. [t was composed 
of a group of enterlainers, including speakers, 
singers, musicians, impersonators and chalk- 
lalk artists, and afforded much pleasure to the 
townspeople. 


Episode IX 


In 1917, the men went to France to help 
Kaiser Wilhelm out of power. “Over There” 
rhere’s A Long Long Trail’ A’Winding”  be- 
‘ame the of the day. On November 


put 
and 
themes 11, 
1918, the Armistice ended World War I, and al- 
though great celebrations were held throughout 
the country, there was an overtone of sadness 
for those who would not return. 


Episode X 


A series of disastrous fires struck the community 
from 1907 to 1928. In one of the conflagrations, 
nearly a block of the town burned down, and 
inany more buildings were threatened. 


Episode X] 


The Thirty’s ushered in the depression years, 
and the price of commodities hit an all-time low. 
As the world was recovering from this, Adolf 
Hitler rose from a paper-hanger to the dictator- 
ship of Germany, and World War II began. After 
the horror of Pearl Harbor, once lin our men 
went away to fight for freedom. 


spor 
age 


Episode XII 


As we bring this Pageant to a close, we point 
with pride. to the many improvements made in 
our town in the past hundred years, and feel 
certain that the next hundred will bring even 
more prominence lo our community. 
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The Pageant Staff 


CHAIRMAN: Audley Dildine 


SECRETARY: Marcella Dow- 


ling 


PAGEANT DIRECTORS: 


Aaron and [rene Belcher 


TREASURER: Margaret 
Schlenker 


CHORUS LEADER: Elinor 
Ritchie 


ORGANIST: Bessie Conner 


CHORUS ORGANIZERS: 
Beulah Lawson, Joseph Sol- 
lars, Bonnie Broyles, Marg- 
aret Benbow 


BANID MUSIC: Harold Tay- 
lor, Ralph Ken, Jr. 


COSTUMES-SCENERY 
PERSONNEL: Mary Colter, 
Jean Thorpe, Vivian Myers, 
Anna Lou Lawson,- Vera 
Reed, Amelia Clark, Joseph 
Sollars, Hubert Reed, Rob- 
ert Clark, Marietta Apple- 


gate, Donna Richards 


STAGE AND PROPS: 
te oe Raymond Johnson, Ottis 
fo 3M wate A ea Hea a, SO A Ritchie, James Dowling, 
“| Clifford Applegate, Hubert 
Reed, Joseph Sollars, Rob- 
ert’ Clark, Gordon Schlen- 
ker, Harold MeCreery, Mearl 
Richards * 


EPISODES; Arthur ‘Templin, 
Russell Lawson, Raymond 
Johnson, Lloyd Penrod, 
Julia Johnson. 


EPISODE DATA: Marietta 
Applegate, Agnes Smith, 
Clifford Applegate, Ray 
Lambert, Inah Lambert, 
Loyd McCreery, Winona 
McCreery, Grace MecColn, 
Ralph MeColin, Edith Rit- 
chie, Mary Dildine 
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Harrison Township | 
(Continued from page 40) 


Schools 


The schools) in’ Harrison 


were subscription schools organized and main- 


early Township 
tained by voluntary associations and contribu- 


lion of the selllers. No formal records of the 
schools were kept and (heir history avas usually 
preserved only in’ tradition and the memory of 
had been connected with them = as 


those who 


pupils. 


It seems that the majority of the pioneer 
leachers were men for it was thought schools 
needed a strong man to subdue the spirits of 
the “big boys.” ‘Phe leacher’s salary was  esti- 
mated at $1.50 per scholar. 

Each township was divided into districts 
and the “litthe red school house” was a cherished 


spol for many. 


Kach lownaship elected a trustee who had 


charge of hiring teachers. Some of the early 
trustees of Harrison Township were Samuel E. 
Mitchell (1864-67), Alexander Darter (1868-69), 
Joseph A. Quick (1870-73), Enoeh Drumin 
1874-85), Joseph A. Quick (1886-90), George W. 
Boxell (1891-95), (1896- 
1900), L. A. Johnson William 


C1905). 


Jonas F. Shoemaker 
(1901-1904) and 


Kichie 


Other 
district 


consolidate the 
but il 
was not until early in the 1920’s that Harrison 
Township built 


lownships began to 


schools and have high schools 


their new school building. 


Churches 


The Beech Grove church located five and a half 
niles south west of Gaston was organized Novem- 
ber 11, 1888 by the U. B. Conference, and was sold 
lo the Methodist Conference March 27, 1903. This 
building was later sold and the chureh bought the 
Beech Grove school building across the road where 
the present church is now located. 


Other churches in the township include Kings 
Chapel Christian Church, with the Rey. Chet Jus- 
lice now serving; Olive Chapel Church, with the 
ev. Earl Corinth. Christian 
Church, with the Rey. Frank L. Stephens as pastor; 


Vore now. serving; 
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the Antioch Chureh, with the Rey. Gerald Ringiser 


now serving; the Bethel Chureh with the Rey. 
Good, pastor and the Mount Olive Methodist 


Church with Rey. Ralph Keesaer as pastor. 


These churches all have large memberships 
for country churches and have served several gen- 
erations as a place of worship. 


First Home Economics Club 


Harrison Township was, the first’ township 
in Delaware County to organize a Home Economics 
Club on June 18, 19238. It has twenty charter mem- 
bers. There are now 65 clubs throughout the coun- 


ly. 


Washington Township Home Economics Club 
was organized March 1, 1930. Gaston Home Eecon- 
omics Club was organized January 12, 1984. Home 
Club of 
organized in 1954. 


Advancement Harrison Township was 


Early Doctors 


Dr. Samuel Mitchell (1820-1871) was born in 
Miaini Co., Ohio. He practiced medicine in Virginia 
from 1845-51. He then came to Bethel, Harrison 
Township in May 1851 
there until his death January 26, 1871 


and continued practice 


Dr. John Hayden was a doctor at Bethel in 
1886-1904. He was a family physician and always 
rode a horse or drove a buggy and usually arrived 
in lime for dinner or supper. He always had a vial 
of candy pills for children, 


Early Setilers of Harrison Township 


John MeCreery---1889, Charles W. Reetor 
1886, Mahlon Crampton 1854, William H. Lee 1868, 


Josiah Ferguson 1884, Samuel F. MeNett 1877, 
Charles Thomas 1875, Lucian Alonzo Jobnson 


1865, John W. Connor 1865, John A. Sites 1870, 
Ambrose A. Manring 1886, Henry Clevenger, Al- 
len Benadum 1856, Jonathan Rector 1837, James 
A. Rector 1875, William H. Brown 1852, Nathan 
A. MeCreery 1859, Jonathan A. Hiatt, Enos Hutson 
1840. 
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Air View of Business Block, Gaston 1952 


COMPLIMENTS 


OF 


Warner Gear Division 


Borg Warner Corporation 


Muncie, Indiana 
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Sarah Samantha Woodring 


One of Harrison Township’s oldest residents 
is Sarah Samantha (Miller) Woodring, having 
lived in the township since she was ten years 
of age. 


She was born in Washington township Sep- 
lember 22, 1864 the daughter of Henry L. and 
Ellen (McLaughton) Miller. The Millers had a 
land grant over a hundred years ago. The Miller 
homestead is in the Beech Grove neighborhood 
where Ed Keller now lives. Mrs. Woodring was 
married to Andrew Woodring March 8, 1884. His 
parents were Noah and Rhoda Woodring. 


She recalled their early homes before the 
family became established on their farm. Their 
first home was south of Gaston on the farm 
where Rudolph Broyles now lives. After two 
years they moved to the farm where Ray Lam- 
bert now lives, living here for three years. They 
lived one year on the Crampton place on Whee- 
ling Pike and one year on the George L. Janney 
place where N. C. Copsey now lives. 


In 1891 they moved to the farm where she 
now lives. They built a log cabin and began clear- 
ing the limber from the land. Mrs. Woodring 
has seen many changes in the 65 years she has 
lived in the neighborhood. The swampland has 
been drained, roads grayeled and many inprove- 
ments made. 


Mrs. Woodring has three daughters, Grace 
B. Pitser (Mrs. Otis), Flossie Mae Pitser (Mrs. 
James), and Osa Dell Smith (Mrs. O. D.). 


Mr. and Mrs. Woodring celebrated their 68th 
wedding anniversary in 1952 before Mr. Wood- 
ring’s death July 1, 1952. 

Church in 
when the 


Mrs. Woodring joined the M. E, 
years ago 


Gaston 75 then in 1908 


Methodist bought the Beech Grove Church, they 
changed their membership and were one of the 
charter members. Mrs. Woodring has the paper of 
names and pledges of the ones who organized 
the church. 


She Can Remember 


The first school she attended was located 
west of Gaston at the end of the cemetery lane, 
It was a one room frame building set on a log 
foundation and hogs often used the underneath 
for a shelter. There were six desks and two pu- 
pils sat at each desk. The children walked to 
school and there were no roads. In the winter 
a mud boat pulled by horses made a path to the 
building. After moving to Harrison Township 
with her parents she finished her schooling at 
the Beech Grove school graduating from the 
eighth grade, which was as far as she could 
go to school then, when she was fifteen years old. 


She can remember going to the New Corner 
Postoffice in Snaglown. This office was located 
in Aunt Mary Brady’s home, just south of the 
Methodist Church. She also recalls when 
Vinton R. Nickey had a drug store in the brick 
building across from the church. 


She remembers how the road used to wind 
around to get to the ‘Thompson cemetery and the 
entrance was on the south. Also when the lane 
was made on the north there was some misunder- 
standing and the parties involved each gave half of 
the ground for the lane. 


‘ 

She can recall when neighbors were real 
neighbors and would go help in time of need 
and lots of visiting was done in the winter lime. 


Oldest Resident of Harrison Township 


age? 
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Congratulations and Best Wishes 


For Success 


TO THE 


GASTON CENTENNIAL COMMITTEES 


J. Emery Watson (class of ’21) 
Master Mechanic 

Warner Gear Division 

Muneie, Indiana 


John Lewellen (class of ’27) 

Vice President of Louis G. Cowan, Inc. 
Radio and Television Packaging Firm 
Also Author of Several Children’s Books 
Chicago, Illinois 


William H. Cortwright (class of ’28) 
Vice President and Works Manager 
Warner Gear Division 

Borg Warner Corporation 

Muncie, Indiana 


John J. Renech (class of ’40) 
Assistant Director 

Personnel Relations Division 
Eli Lily and Company 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Edwin D. Sayre (class of °43) 

Naval Air Corps 1943-1950 

Masters Degree Metalurgical Engineering 
Purdue University 1953 

Chief Engineer at General Electric 

Jet Engine Plant 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
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Harrison Township Queens 
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Joan Scales 
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Janet Nauman 
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Carletta Cart Judith Glaze 


HIGH SCHOOL BEAUTY QUEEN CONTEST 


RULES 


1. Four contestants from each school—Gaston, Harrison. 


. One girl chosen from each Freshman, Sophomore, 
Junior and Senior Class. 


. Candidates are to be listed with thé chairman, Mr. 
Eppard, by February 28, 1955. 


4. Contest starts March Ist. 
5. Each vote is to cost one cent. 


6. Each contestant alloted one glass jar with her name 


labeled inside. 


. These four containers remain at each respective school 
until the end of the school term. 


8. 


10. 


11. 


All eight containers then placed in a tray in a place 
of business in Gaston until noon Thursday, June 9th. 
This tray is to be moved each week to a different 
store. 


A tabulation of votes will be made each week of the 
contest and published in the paper. 


The candidate with the most votes is to be crowned 
Thursday evening, June 9th and awarded the prize— 
a wrist watch. 


All candidates become members of the Queen’s Court 
for the ceremony, and appear on a float for the Grand 
Parade Saturday, June 11th. 


Gaston Queens 


Bonnie Kay Glass Deanna Mueller 


bs 


Patricia Iseley Ramona Black 
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Frank Blakely General Store Late 1800's 


CENTENNIAL 


RELIGIOUS AND HOMECOMING SERVICE COMMITTEE 


Georg @emraneey <a Sakis 5. Se are cab hay cok 2 Chairman 
Gene Poole Pe ee 8. ee RS Assistant Chairman 
Rev; Baneise |. 2. a came ae es Assistant Chairman 


Clifford Merrill 
Melville Broyles 
Bessie Conner 

Delpha Laycock 


Paul Spiecher 
Bert Keller 
Marcela Hatten 
Bertha Dilworth 
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PIONEER EXHIBITS 
Ue Meee! | Cle OS a ee ee, a Chairman 
Hersheie brownie ear cs. sik casei oo voc Assistant Chairman 


Stella Eppard 
Mary Nickey 
Mary A. McCreery 
Clarice Janney 
Robert Lewellen 
Thomas Lewellen 
Carl Coover 
Herman Johnson 
Forrest Morgan 
Paul Boyle 


Henry Knotts 
Everett Schlenker 
Ethel Sayre 
Merideth Eppard 
George Rickard 
Ralph McColm 
Grace McColm 
Nina Blakely 
Eli Rigdon 
Ernest Johnson 
Artie Woodring 


PROGRAM COMMITTEE 


Chairrentiseens Meets cis han aks se eal Paul Janney 
Assist@pGr@hainmann's.: gis. wr uae see oles Lena Hedgeland 
AssistanteG@iairmran fe Aer- ae. meee ope cat Fred Pormen 


Dorothy Ice 

Heien Anderson ' 
Charles L. Johnson, Jr. 
George Manley 
Melville Broyles 
Cuifford Merrill 

Darrell Muller 

Veima Porman 


Kenneth L. Tuttle 
Wainer Janney 
Bert neller 
Vivian Myers 
Howard Woodring 
Omer Hedgeland 
Agnes Smith 
Ouive Rathel 
Edith Bennett 

oe 


PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Harriehe Osborn “©. darko. ves... SE. 2 oe ee Chairman 
Elsie, Lee 


Veda McGalliard 
Dorothy Beeman 


Velma Porman 
Robert Osborn 


PARADE COMMITTEE 


MBE INRANGE: Beate ccs oun os Re De aS .. Chairman 
Robert. Nickey . gesvraies so. ess Assistant Chairman 
PLAVOM MCG LEOLY: ajc cttiis 0 sone Niece Assistant Chairman 
Ed. Hahn Mona Boyle 


John Briggs 
Charles Black 
Merle Edwards 
Lowell Thorpe 
Mary Powers 
Ray Williams 
Carl Coover 


Dr. Downard 
Raymond Johnson 
Lewis Harrold 
Herbie Melvin 
Dean Nickey 
Jane Jefferson 
Beulah Bales 
Ruth Love 


OLD FANCY WORK DISPLAY COMMITTEE 


Lena -reageland® 200. 7PM, MF a... .eaeGhairinan 
Donna eure se BRE AS, Te Ae Assistant Chairman 


Minnie Niccum 
Gladys Black 
Mary Corn 
Mary Campbell 


Vivian Myers 
Sarrah Stokes 
Deloris Melvin 
Emma Turner 


. Wayne Oliver 


COMMITTEES 


4. WINDOW DISPLAY COMMITTEE 
Litlag SAV Se en cure er Lk te Chairman 


Lena Tuttle 
Ruth Huber 
Letta Mae Watson 


Mary Armstrong 
Reta Kiphart 
Marjory Guinnup 


TRAFFIC COMMITTEE 


iniams Camppeiicne ree nine Met des. + nae Chairman 
Pau) Gardner: Siew. meets owe Assistant Chairman 
Fred Miller Chester O’Conell 

Merle Markins Bob Osborn 


John C. Corn John Briggs * 


CONCESSION COMMITTEE 
Hallett -Sandérs \. 38 eaten esas.) Lie Chairman 
Lewis B. Dean 


John Townsend 
Lee Shirell 


Glendon Thurston 
Harvey Vannatter 
William Johnson 


STAGE COMMITTEE 


Wendell Besser 
Alpha Sayre 


Joe Gardner 
Clyde Moon 
Drannon Moon 
Homer Stokes 
Eddie Goodman 
Virgil Hancock 
Omer Hedgeland 
Russell Porman 
Edgar Hahn 


Howard Harrold 
Joe Davis 

Jerry Markins 
Jim Tuttle 
Kenneth Harlin 
John C, Corn 
Bill Mueller 


SOUVENIR CERTIFICATE COMMITTEE 


Harold) POWePS” mach See eee. i, tse. chs Chairman 
MinmeNicCumige.weis. Qeiieyrcice. 0. Weta icles Secretary 
Cirtissbydenbark ig. . keen: teat clans Treasurer 
Paul Kelly Gerald Erwin 


Charles Childs 
Margaret Zigler 
Wendell Boyle 
Cleo Collins 


Margaret Boyle 
Lavina Fornwald 
Wayne Roe 
Bernice Oliver 


CHILDREN’S DAY GAMES & PROGRAM COMMITTEE 


SVAN VY RCNST A Aa tee one Bee c ccea! a Garetece es Chairman 


Bob Bell 

Jane Fallis 
Phillip Hodson 
Carolyn Mueller 


Jack Janney 
Dorothy Vannatter 
Reba Harris 
Neoma Collins 


TICKET COMMITTEE 
PLOCEINIIICIO cs Soi ces he Oe ee oe Chairman 


Otho Rench Eddie Besser 
Lowell Thorpe George Black 
Merl Richards Charles Black 
Don Johnson Eugene Harvey 
Glen Etchison Leo Hiatt 

Lee Shirrell Fred Niceum 
Harvey Vannatter Dale Martini 
Gene Brown Charles Kirtley 
Merril Vannatter Floyd Williams 
William Ransdell John Jones 
Harold Storer Jim Wimmer 
James Mauck John Janney 
James V. Marsh Paul K. Janney 
Joe Sayre Ronald Miller 
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Bonnet Club Rules and Committees 


JUDGES 


Mrs. Jessie Simons, Fairmount 
Mrs. Lewis Crist, Fairmount 
Mrs. J. P. Seals, Fairmount 


PRIZES 


Best old costume 

Best old bonnet 

Best reproduction 

Largest family in costume 

Oldest lady in costume 

Youngest person in costume 
Prettiest dress for adult 

Prettiest dress for child under 12 
Prettiest apron and bonnet for adult 
Prettiest apron and bonnet for child 


under 12 
COMMITTEES 
Chairman: Mrs. Betty Dorton. 
Committee: Jane Jefferson, Mildred 


Brown, June Jackson, Ruie Johnson, 
Virginia Wright, Ruth Shaw. 
Ladies Chief of police: Mrs. Stella 


Eppard. 
Bonnet Ladies Police: Letta Mae 
Wilson, Laurabelle Johnson, Cleo 


Johnson, Dora Bryan, Margaret Boyle, 
Minnie Niccum, Lida Black, Louise 
Harrold, Mary Dildine, Litie Sayre, 
Nina Johnson, Lucille Lee, Della Kib- 


bey, Wilma Snodgrass, Mara Fink, 
Enid Kemp, Grace McCollum, Mil- 
dred Carver, Mary Powers, Vera 


Reed, Ruth Huber, and Janet Tuttle. 
Judge: Mrs. Dean Nickey. 


RULES 


Costumes include Bonnets, Aprons, 
and Dresses. Costumes may be worn 
on the street at any time. Bonnet or 
Badge must be worn after May 1, 


53 


1955 through Centennial Week. 

Membership is open to all the 
women and girls of Gaston and the 
community. 

Membership fee is $.50 per mem- 
ber. $.25 for children under 12 years 
of age. 

To be eligible for prizes, partici- 
pants must be members of the Bon- 
net Club. 


FINES AND PUNISHMENTS 


Members without Bonnets or Badg- 
es will be given typed notices to 
appear in Kangaroo Court. 

If member is guilty of not wearing 
Bonnet or Badge, she will be fined. 

If member doesn’t pay the fine, she 
will be cast into the Bastile for not 
more than ten minutes, plus court 
costs. 


Cosmetic Club Rules 
And Committee 


Chairman: Mrs. Beulah Bales. 


Committee: Miss Alice Rathel, Mrs. Dor- 
othy Marshall, Miss Sandra Ransdell, Mrs. 
Bertha Dilworth. 


Ladies police: Margaret Zigler, Lynn 
Hahn, Georgia Rickard, Mary Alice Sher- 
rill, Pat Townsend, Ava Rench, Vivian 
Myers, Virginia Thomas, Mary Harrold, Le- 
na Tuttle, Peggy Niccum, Deanna Mueller, 
Ramona Black, Martha Sue Osborne, Jean 
Armstrong, Emma Jean Hiatt, Addie Mad- 
dy. Judge, Mrs. Della Kibbey. 


RULES 


ma ‘is a Membership is open to all women and 
‘ ASB girls of Gaston and community. 
Cosmetic Committee The fee is 50¢ per member. 25¢ for girls 


under 12 years of age. 


Badges must be worn after May 1, for 
those wishing to wear cosmetics. 


Members without badges will be given 
written notice to appear in Kangaroo 
Court. If members are guilty, they will be 
fined. If they can’t pay their fine, they will 
be cast into the bastile. 


Proceeds from this club will be put in 
the Centennial general fund. 


Each person buying a cosmetic club 
badge is entitled to one chance on some 
gift cosmetics which will be given away at 
an appointed time during the Centennial. 


Badges will be on sale at B B’s Beauty 
Shop or from any member of Cosmetic 


mK ai Club committee. 
a ‘oe cath ae a pF ieee, 


Pa Mp, Ai ede 8 de 


Cosmetic Club Sec’y & Treas. 


Judge — Della Kibbey Sandra Ransdell 
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Present Day Telephone Operators Ella Gourley, first telephone operator 
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“Brother of the Brush 
Club” Rules and 


Committee 


Chairman: Virgil Brown. 


Committee: Harold Wright, Ferrell Jack- 
son, Roscoe Collins and Fred Miller. 


Chief of Police: Fred Miller. Police: Merl 
Markins, John Townsend, Walt Janney, 
Bob Osborne, John Briggs, Hobert Morgan, 
Don Sayre, Jim Tuttle, Dart Boyle, Howard 
Dorton, Dean Bryan and Bill Zigler. 


Circuit Judge: Floyd Janney. 
Special Judge: Charles Childs. 
Superior Judge: Chester Rector. 


Clerk: Lewis Dean. 


RULES 


1. Two inch sideburns and mustache. 
2. A beard. 

3. A vandyke with mustache. 
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A vandyke with two inch sideburns. 


Membership is open to all men and boys 
of this community who can grow a beard. 


To join the BRUSH CLUB you may pur- 
chase a membership badge for $1.00. 


Those who wish to shave may purchase 
a SHAVING PERMIT BADGE for $3.00. 


Members without a Beard or a Shaving 
Permit Badge on or after March 1, 1955 
will be given a written notice to appear 
in KANGAROO COURT. 


Written notice to appear in Kangaroo 
Court will be given any member of the 
Brush Club who fails to wear a_ badge. 
A member of the Brush Club who wishes to 
shave his beard off before the end of the 
Centennial must go before the Kangaroo 
Court and get permission to shave. If any 
member is found guilty by the Court, he 
will be fined. 


Any member who doesn’t pay his fine 
will be placed in the Bastile on the public 
square for not more than ONE HOUR, plus 
court cost. . 


Whisker Judging will be held during 
the week of the Centennial, prizes will be 
awarded to the best Beard in each of the 
four divisions. Contestants must be mem- 
bers of the Brush Club. 
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DeVinney's Distinctive Apparel 
50 STEPS WEST OF WALNUT COMPLIMENTS 


115-117 West Jackson Street 
MUNCIE, INDIANA to 


It is our pleasure to offer you GASTON 


Eastern Indiana’s most complete line of 


Women’s Wear | CENTENNIAL 


PAY US 4 VISIT 


Jackson Street ‘je 


Hardware KRAFT FOOD CO. 


Complete Hardware—Delta Power Tools | FIELD SERVICE DEPT. 
Pratt and Lambert Paints 


: ORA L. MILHOLLIN 
2724 WEST JACKSON ST. PHONE 9086 . FRED L. MILLER 
MUNCIE, INDIANA fi 


Congratulations, Gaston 


ON YOUR 


100th Anniversary 


A HUNDRED YEARS AGO, when Gaston was founded, communications were still 
primitive. A letter, a messenger or, perhaps, even an Indian smoke signal, just about 
covered the range of choice if one wanted to send a message. ‘The telephone wasn’t even 
an idea. But in 1875 Dr. Alexander Graham Bell discovered how to send the voice over 
_ wires, and on March 10, 1876, he sent the first complete sentence. The telephone was born. 


TODAY, most families in the Gaston area enjoy the convenience and security of tele- 
phone service—and the number increases year by year. 


LOOKING AHEAD -— it is our whole-hearted desire to contribute our full share toward 
the prosperity and progress of the Gaston community, helping to make it an even happier 


one in which to live and work. 
- W. P. Dawn, Manager 


INDIAN ASE Ebb TLELE PHONE COMPAN Y 
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COMPLIMENTS 


Lawson Standard Station 
GAS and OILS COX SUPER MARKET 


COME IN AND MEET Where price tells 


DAVE DEHART f And quality sells 


THE NEW MANAGER 


GASTON PHONE 135 Alexandria, Indiana 
WOOD WHOLESALE CO. STAR STATION 
Cigars Candy Cigarettes Welding and General Repair 
P LOWELL THORPE STATERRD. ¥35 
Albany Phone 4241 GASTON — PHONE 138-2 


BROYLES CHAS. D. MILLER 


HOME FURNISHINGS 
SMALL TOWN USA 
ALEXANDRIA, INDIANA GASTON, IND. PHONE 33-3 


Hauling — Hay — Straw 


COMPLIMENTS 


MUELLER SPRAY SERVICE 


CAR BOLA EUGENE GWALTNEY 
Kills Flies — Dries White — Disinfects INDIANA CERTIFIED SEEDS 
. PHONE 64-1 GASTON Gaston Phone 94-3 and 37-10 


JONES FUNERAL HOME W. W. LOVE 
Upland, Indiana SPRAY PAINTING SPRAY WASHING 
PHONE 283 RMGRNE: 25) 


GASTON, IND. 


COMPLIMENTS STOP — EAT and GAS WITH US 
OF 
CARMIN’S STORE Gadbury’s Service Station 
MATTHEWS PHONE 31 MATTHEWS PHONE 96 


MARCHAL INSURANCE COMPLIMENTS OF 


A CEN WATKINS GROCERY 
Insurance — All Kinds 
MATTHEWS PHONE 5 MATTHEWS PHONE 15 
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HOLE and HUFFMAN 
Rexall Pharmacy 


Broadway at Granville 
Muncie, Indiana 


Quality Prescription 
Service 
Phone 3-5897 


Open Until Midnight 
Charles Hole William Huffman 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


THE BAKERS OF 


| Main St. Barber Shop 


CORN - TOP 


AND 330 EAST MAIN 


MUNCIE, INDIANA 


HOLSUM BREAD CLAUDE (Stump) DeWEES 


WISH FOR YOU ANOTHER 100 PROSPEROUS YEARS ROY McINTIRE 


OF PROGRESS AND HAPPINESS 


DIETZEN BAKERY 


Wm. J. THOMAS 


ii iadhceeseeeiagioichtgiaonssioensiantadeadiaieesreistenelaimmagaanimmcntdinetenataliian 
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Mr. and Mrs. Gaston 


Bites ty 


Beauty Queen 


Merideth Eppard 


Harold Powers 
Chester Rector 
Bill Zigler 
Charles Myers 
eo Hiatt 


Virginia’s Cafe 
“Food At Its Best” 
PHONE GASTON 131 


GASTON, INDIANA 


Best Wishes 
THE SOLLARS FAMILY 


FARRELL, PAULINE 
SHERRY and STEVIE 


Vt SSS he 


Committee 


— Chairman 


Gene Brown 
Donald Sayre 
Vivian Myers 
Osie Brown 
Ralph Martz 
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MOBILOIL-MOBILGAS-MOBIL FUEL OIL 


Why Accept Less Than The World’s Largest 
Selling Motor Oil— Call in Your 


Mobiloil-Mobilgas Man 


HARLEY YOUNG 


402 E. WASHINGTON, ALEXANDRIA, IND. 


PHONE 4- 2632 


CUSTOM 
BUTCHERING 


PHONE RED 18-J 


JOE HAINDL 


“Joe the Butch” 


R. R. NO. 2 
FAIRMOUNT, IND. 


McNESS APPLIANCES, INC. 


201 W. WASHINGTON ST.—ALEXANDRIA— 


We install and service everything we sell 
y g 


BERRY’S TAVERN 


SHUFFLEBOARD TELEVISION 
BEER — WINE — FOOD 


MATTHEWS PHONE 64 


—_—— 


THE UPLAND BANK 


Low Service Charge 


On Checking Accounts 


Complete Banking 
by Mail Service 


PHONE 251 


UPLAND, INDIANA 


COTTERMAN 


FURNITURE CO, 


THE BEST PLACE TO BUY FURNITURE 
AND APPLIANCES IN CENTRAL INDIANA 


HOME of NATIONAL BRANDS, INCLUDING 


Kroehler — Simmons — Mohawk — Bigelow 
General Electric — Crosley: and Admiral 


ALEXANDRIA PHONE 4- 3457 IND. 


FERMEN’S 


LADIES AND CHILDRENS READY TO WEAR 
ALEXANDRIA, IND. 


Lodge and Son’s Greenhouse 
We specialize in potted plants 
and design work 


PHONE 1123 UPLAND, IND. 


—————————————————————E——————— Eee 
63 


awe 


* x = 
“ 
sali ¥ 
pa 
% 
eos 
= m 
~r. 
| 
a + 
t 
- 
. 
=? se | i 


AS GOOD AS THE BEST 
Froiseie 


QUALITY GRADE A DAIRY FOODS 


"GO00D 
RESULTS 
FEEDsg 


WASHINGTON TWP. HARRISON TWP. 


UNION TWP. HAMILTON TWP. 
BETTER THAN THE REST NILES TWP. DELAWARE TWP. 
401 Broadway MUNCIE DIAL 5529 | GUY BEATY BILL ZIGLER 


e Op iy, 
Coca-Cola arrives Tuttle Sraducts, Ine. 


Manufacturers of Birch Kitchen Cabinets 


hospitality begins Phone 36 P. O. Box 12 Matthews, Ind. 


Farm Bureau 
Insurance 


LIFE AUTO FIRE 


ED L. KELLER PAUL M. RITCHIE 


Phone Gaston 84-8 or 87-7 


"Cala 


GREG. US PAT. OFF 


CALL MUNCIE 4439 
BOTTLED UNORE AUTHORITY OF THE COCA-COLA COMPANY BY 


COCA-COLA BOTTLING COMPANY, INC. 


901 N. GRANVILLE 
MUNCIE, INDIANA 


PHONE 3- 1431 
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GASTON SKATING 
RINK 


WEDNESDAY 7 P.M.— 10:00 P.M. 


THURSDAY 7 P.M.— 10:00 P.M. 
SATURDAY 7 P.M.— 10:30 P.M. 
PHONE EATON 4461 


COMPLIMENTS 
OF 


THE SPORTSMAN CLUB 


PHONE ALBANY 6891 
COMPLIMENTS 


THE UPTOWN BEAUTY SHOP 


PHONE SUMMITVILLE 7-6 
COMPLIMENTS 
OF 


STEWARTS FURNITURE 


FAIRMOUNT AND DALEVILLE 


COMPLIMENTS 
OF 


I 
MISSISSINEWA TAVERN 


Mae and Dorthy 
EATON PHONE 3821 


Merle Edwards D-X Service 
Good place lo slop—shop and eat 
PHONE GASTON 53-16 
State Road 28—5 Miles West of 35 


EDW. J. FUNK and SONS 
SUPER CROSS HYBRID SEED CORN 


Dealer — GLENDON THURSTON 


GASTON PHONE 114-11 


—— 


CONGRATULATIONS 


on your 100th birthday 


DOUGLAS - EATON MFG. CO. 


PHONE EATON 2371 


UNION CEMETERY ASSN. 
STATE ROAD 3 IMMEDIATELY SOUTH of EATON 
FOUNDED IN 1897 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY LOT OWNERS 
PHONE EATON 3648 


COMPLIMENTS 
OF 


T. EK. BOOHER & SONS, INC. 


PHONE ALBANY 3316 


25 Years Serving This Neighborhood 
Through Your Local Dealers 


The Frazier Distributing Co. 
PHONE ALBANY 3951 


BELL PHONE NO. 2-3096 SPRINGPORT PHONE 


FARMERS ELEVATOR CO. 
OAKVILLE, INDIANA 


GRAIN, FEEDS, SEEDS, ROOFING 
CEMENT, COAL, FENCE, ETC. 


COMPLIMENTS 


OF 


Eaton Canning Co. 


PHONE EATON 911] 
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THE GARDENS 


BEER — WINE 
LIQUOR 


FOOD 


GASTON, IND. 


PHONE 133 


C. O. BULLER 
INSURANCE AGENCY 


General Insurance — Real Estate 
SUMMITVILLE, INDIANA 


TELEPHONE 11 


EARL ALLEN and SON 
REAL ESTATE — INSURANCE — FARM LOANS 


PHONE SUMMITVILLE 26 


HELMW’S CLEANERS 


Cleaning and Alterations 
We Pick Up and Deliver on Tuesdays and Fridays 


SUMMITVILLE, INDIANA 


statin act 
0 


KINLEY CAFE 


HOMEMADE PIES AND COFFEE 
SUMMITVILLE, INDIANA 


COLONIAL 


IS GOOD BREAD 


Colonial Baking Company 


MUNCIE, INDIANA 
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EYGRAVING COMPANY 


304 $0. HIGH ST., MUNCIE, INDIANA 


COMPLIMENTS 
of 


DON EWING 


FUNERAL — HOME FURNITURE CO. 
SUMMITVILLE 


Nottingham’s Greenhouse 


FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS 
POTTED PLANTS— PUNCH BOWLS — DISHES 


SUMMITVILLE PHONE 93 


McMAHAN & SON 
SUMMITVILLE, INDIANA 


FARM EQUIPMENT @ TRUCKS 
HARDWARE @ APPLIANCES 


COMPLIMENTS 
of 


HELEN’S BEAUTY SHOP 


PHONE GASTON 44-12 


PO PT a me a 


COMPLIMENTS 
of 


MYERS GARAGE 


PHONE GASTON 108-2 


JANNEY’S MARKET 


FRESH MEATS and VEGETABLES 


PHONE GASTON MAIN 3 


GASTON GOODRICH CoO. 
Goodrich Feeds 


PHONE GASTON 15 


PAUL GILMER 


SAND — GRAVEL — DIRT 
FOR SALE 


PHONE GASTON 116-1 


AVA RENCH 


AGENT FOR BROWN -TRUEBLOOD 
DRY CLEANERS 


BULK GARDEN SEEDS AND PLANTS 


JOHNSON’S SHEET METAL 


LENNOX HEATING 
AIR CONDITIONING 


PLUMBING 
PHONE GASTON 14-2 


GASTON CLUB 


SOFT DRINKS 
CIGARETTES and CIGARS 
CANDY 


FLOYD JANNEY, MGR. 


B. B’s BEAUTY SHOP 
Prices for Every Budget 


GASTON PHONE 65-4 B. BALES, PROP. 


Se 
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ED HAHN 


TV Repairs and Painting 


PHONE GASTON 26-6 


FARMER’S CLUB 


SOFT DRINKS 
. CIGARETTES 
CIGARS and CANDY 


CHARLES BRIMHALL, MGR. 


COMPLIMENTS 
of 


EARL RATHEL 


BARBER SHOP 


MESSERSMITH 


USED CARS AND PARTS 
General Repair and 24 Hr. Wrecker Service 
PHONE GASTON 59-2 


C. V. SIPE 
YOUR STANDARD OIL AGENT 


PHONE GASTON 61 


ZORA RENCH 
Wool Hides 


PHONE GASTON 10-1 


Furs 


ZIGLER CAFE 


GASTON, IND. 
PHONE 136 


FARRELL JACKSON 


FARM BUREAU CO-OP DELIVERY SERVICE 


PHONE GASTON 40-4 
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“Muncie’s Largest Home Financing 
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MULBERRY STREET AT CHARLES 
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Safety of Your Savings Insured up to $10,000.00 SEMI. ANNUALLY 
Organized 1889 
- “SAVE AND HAVE” 


COMPOUNDED 


ee ee 


ww Ay Perey 
Pat hd 4 8 


— irate Hass 


rcpt 
oe pews. te wevelecacate 


ie sean 


SSR re tatorpee a 
wen re 


hase: 


Ly 
Fomensd ye 
ae 


* 
daenetsiasoaistayy st yee ey ‘ it 
mn rye: ne. 


sree Saas ye meals 


seoceated nt most irae 


1s ut 
bysala ot nit 
sh ‘ace iegsa mut <i ne 
ae St, it iterate * 
eae et Se 
= Ya 
eta 


Kink 
ete 


he 
; eho 


sae 


sa pasizatete 
ase Pt phe 
Lis mors 


ceekts 


ke, thee 
sere a 
tend en chre 
Wee inbe tops hone 


ey be 
ae sca 


oe Are 


ne: 
ees Muh teat os 
ts 
a4 st ba 
it aia ee 
Bee Rnd ws fits 
ate, wangrons 


bee 
(cnaane ioe 
sete LFa se sates 
one Me i 
DPW EBs bed eet petnit sii 
Spee % pipette 
P hanrepie ate 
rh 0 phe vte> 


Wstitatrere 


ne aioe 


a aan 
dapetaen ee ake 


ee Prine ae 
+ joi mie 
+ Aaaarpsn row. byte coat iti ‘ 
Pg rirbee or eits ty Lashes 
rad ad hin 


SSRs Haeuteronan 

nsdn ehh ees ib 
oat btararnce hg en ) 
rine erg arrie. 


rare eine ays if 


wales 

1 fers iy 

hanes tetatotet 
nate 


ae 
oe is 


petro eh atl Aeresbcn ch tuck Teh 
Hime - ena A sori he asain? 
eee 
oh martree aerere ‘4 . 
enrge 
eeramebarecncasveet cata 


fe 
wieaereehe nid. AP eearg a mechen ete L 


dn aadile PLC 
witrteey 4 pur 


hee pede 
sale Ws 


4 
Cie ite 
ae He aches 
44 rem. ee ore 3) 
a SP ivenet 
pr os = i Ki nee By aD 
J 


reeaeehed 


PaPe eee 
isch ne hty pub or ep: 
Sultlohateg foe hing 
VIP heer ey als, 
Latte Sere 
beri vaereety 
iad 


peaorene sc te) 4 
aie 


cas 2b 


Ja tak pink 


Lie 


‘pita Rainy ae BOR PED oy 


on 


reaped itty Lonate és 
i stent site 


Piet ake 


+ 
erbeck 
ia ou hin 

ratte " ft 


eas AH leds dit pitiote ae 


na 


MH is 
ersten Hath) 


ish Sires. ates Sie in ae t 5d iy 
— = uaccanurtar 


We et 1h sce 
i eee 


err a 
a en ay ee tere 


aah 
Sate? oe ees aeorey! 
ecg aed 


Ra ive 


my See 
sa Piteies 


Sisenrd wee 


fui v ie + 
- ie lad te + 

es tavat tenet 

BN re oe petits 
ottianaatatqeait pias 


pais ee 

* ear i) 
sd pew 
cotnehe 


ae pa, ay i ao . 
ae caine ah 


eo 


543 i tert ‘4 
: ; Pay 
oes oS ay om 


1 Pa 
oe i a 
$a ae Hehe Pi | 


oe 


‘ i Ct ht pie 
ee o 


enh 
Saye , 
NS te ie 


pts ciate Siti ad 

ene 
5 te 

ta 


a a 
iy as ets 
a) ee 


setae ie 


Thihreoe 
se ee 

at tenth Hist i ue 
is 


nN i 
oe - 
wipe a) 

se 


eH os 


ane 
ae 4 
| 
aa cio 


vee we 


nant ae 
i a Sh aati ¥ 


ose 

Ot Beat vee 

ans: i th 
meh 


es 
Hed 
eos 


ne 


bith 


a 2 
it a Hie ae nig i 


pulang 

the 
a ; ane 
meer A ‘ 
+ mene Mnghil 


a 
Gin Bistale 
$i wn so 

: pat dal un] tala 
bias ee - het 


ae $y yd 


tt 
iwc nae atid et ft: ae 
fede g fh, re 


ae ed atph 
eat hea hoa 
(phere 


UA 
piouua tae tataicy 
Lady Tene B 


¥ 

Para wee: is PN ea yeae % 
lta ts ted h ey si oa eee yop 

4 Sel is areata nate eas (4 Jos roan 

7 be dinm reds 


ip iy i 
Bt) thee hatee fyorn tap ath poeek 

iy ye ms eae 
eh yy 


h 


, + 
Moony ue 
oe a ay preiets « 
Hee De boi 4s 
Oh Se mAb hew: At Ys: Naw. 
fe NAA) Shyer 


- etait 4] Udit Ws 
NPR me Ne me) BI Bam 
Rint feet teh Wie & tue ee 
eer ack SHR we amatien: inet 4\<enphefi 
J ev rit ie <g> es fading 4 “iba rae 
r wo Com el 


Metnoat keenest ett: tebe i 
ane oie Cat ihaen eect. Mahitenere w ante tee Sherk 


f pare er ys ah oF 
Contes ae Stee i pe acta 


oa 
xi Nee 


hes rare iba mrada beta ay 


UL kd 


AS Noumea iti 


na, navn 6 
ce 


iene Hy 
baatieyy wisi 
iJ 


th 
Drea sah Peedi + i ecclane MI vat 


Paar eeiob acon eect 
ehh hee be, shine te * 
s . 7 


bet 4 oe ae 


meee 
J 


/ iA 
ela dier ya Lhe vals ‘ re ery 
BA ed t Fed haa aid Ys f ‘ rice 
: ¢ eae dik: bib aoe tae 1a b 
-] ny oe eceitest: UR 


ath er 


Citat: y 

ana ae oy ‘ee by 

Sebhaiserh J 
tee “ie 

poured | aa ta 

98 rid bre Ae 

qigerey aie eae e 

POR mae bah oe 


ered Hsia 4s 


error 


eyes PUROCR 


Ree iit eh tata ds 
anes pba aria ts 
Vartan arte 


a) aren hoe 
" blag Fk pe fas qed 
1 


er 
behedeaee} hed it 
Cat hapa re 


: ‘ 
Lye eS I 
Peyreliting | 


Setun i teat 4 Hy a 
“el 4 eines 


\ Lie 
VAS req lereny fered neh bh 4 
inp A Tosh ApA UL A a Mah ‘ 
ah baa ERCP PR pen! agit PED ye Ure Pell 
4 Apt ot RU Pern eR Neath: ap 
i ‘ 


y' 


‘Ape: ¥ 
rire ats eas 


phat ak rd ae tet 


Ohh gcd br ene br ke 
we Nacasapiaarieet ht ie 
POL h-dindt rh «fhe 

he ped Ma 


‘sen Me bed 
Bitivahies y eeh taut 
ie {oboe 


& 
ae aries ‘wre 
-y at Spore Pres Aeris bb a 


Wal. fy De 
D Vsaaie bathed t eheae 
. ee PA MA fie 
ee RU he 

Vote Rr Bop eter 
* a a US 
sett tetetoveese tae 

ner Ware erty » 

a: 


we 
Dee 
eimai a yr! ue 


‘ ow ahett 
+ Rhy e ' 
Ri eal 
* RHE hs 
i) i berate iy i 
Heetike 


Woke hy) hb bee 


eB Rnirs sh 
oe un ah state 2 
vio nteae 
Coven ete r) 


" 

4 A> ¥ 

if bt Hig achineg lek + pie Net 

Lia eRe a tah Vd Aonlkd ok ey ta ‘ 
oe! Sreehs hee 


i's ay ei 

Neath ra y q i 

aby y uf i it 1 Hae te 
* Hes * rae 


hee jh 


*Pep 6 
een M: ate vale tan fe 4 


$i ee ht 


es 


Spree hide, EG 


4 Bae * 
Rah awk ath Rik A Tol es meeh he Ose 8 8, a 
seein thy Neue * sae 
r pane) Yh th Besa, rai) > ht Ai Ws Uh anew 


ys fi 
nt th me 
ete ane may 


Positif t 


LS i nA 
he 

rat haltp a 

3 setae 


SE he UOMO Br be Wane 1 PM | i 
Hk! i Huhta tle in F) ¢ 
Larne tic & LA) * etal + 


re Wit atts 
yay at ite Drecbreeptacits 
4 AA 


RA ane hg 
ork ee Nt agi! 


wid 
AM 

iy 
" 


' tacit a uy 
b att eat i v, i i Asi 


y Whe ce ip be 


ore hile 
<1 ae i + 
eM) Wed 


tebarigines sat 


sie 

i eaten yr et ae 

ihe is cate ott en ie ‘ he ie i un Awd Ua re 4 
; rye Rate 


ate ‘| a 
ange) 


fa Me bab ieee 
Geri ‘ vi i 
Heda: Hy j wise 4; Rite my i 
ret, 
' 


Gye aes Mn tea hi 
“iil 04) aoRin AJ 


at FAM) ss 


Oe ihe 
Bt Pupp t etch tit Ronee 
web bore ahi ep Li 
ou von ih Mae rite Mes | + 
. a 


nee 


Fash Obs ase 


cH Ard 
re 


iat HS inte 


ate 


st) A Brbrhik bbe boa 
V4) Alt hy Ake thay 


bh iets 

vs dyed He har ii he 
Lye hl: i 

EM times it Rie 

oh 


rs; 


Ag ee 
rr 
\ Wave ie dic dita is hy sania ig fj i 
aiid oa ete t 
bak 
“ uf 


Wheaa yas ay 
ad ew foe Wet hl ® 
ane ead an SO a OR FLAN bee pb aes ete 


ARK a He a 


stetetepemires 


+ 


bbb ts 
hes Ht 
Thee 


hy fearat whee 


ABENG 


i be 

Nib tetan atau 

en aay Hee He , 

teri rhe whe vhtey 
ie) 


heh fee 
thet na Us Td he ha 
coy et . 


Cai Bae ely baleen i 
aon! bare 
nee i Ay 
Hobe TR ify Gath 
Seon tae) 


nie) we 
ak Hi sit Bebe ff ot 
ae ta rips 
dude ae whe 
ah ie fis 


regi 
Lie hit ee 


| +N he 
Ope heer beeitees 
aoe ea as 
OAH eNO hog 
pein 


fi ’ 
toRF tii i ia ie ap i. *~ 
i: ny Ry 3 ae: re Hehe 9, 


# te beles dashed Cay ti) 
SUA A Sobeb ia urary beatae drm inee tes lp 
Ranh nah aLie Tew aree dy 

4 #6) #0 


Phy 
aioe MASE MO Sitiheart ws 
GH EH HE i) 
Ky Se bh Aa hte + ah * 
Wt fhe 4h Hh, 


Ais Ns 


iy 

" beray 
Hot eititettaat sete 4 + Ma rey 
OE POD He le okey te 


Ai ipoyatig Oh hays 


Fk 
Ct? 

fe ehh tay he 
ss runes ie 


VA A tm 
Sh Wa web lare 
ahr tiem Perr Ne br aretaMi tnt ti 
* 


+ 
hinge 1408. t 
Pathe se MAM 
SR HM dele k j 


# Mele freee ’ 
VCR bee PEO eBI Hae es eid he La) 
rw vera ace te s peared 

bie Grebe hw 


. 
Peale pe 


7 
OUR KR acy 
Aas BIEL 
aha aaa 


Bor 8 etek eile Ol eovearttenkh 


r 
ora ier 
Pe Ned 


yy var) 


4 ‘y 
Te hed ww Wie wR b bene 
ey 


A 
LEU W Weleaty ny lo 
- 


